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Lesson for September 18 in this issue 


Lesson 12.—The Reports of the Spies. 
Numbers 13:1 to 14: 45. 


Notes on Open Letters: 





ment that was going to bring him inordinately large 
returns, and returns absolutely guaranteed by resources 
that never could fail. “For,” continued the Lord, “be- 
hold, your reward is great in heaven.” In these days 
of depression it is good to remember, every time some 


name of the Lord Jesus Christ’ is not merely saying 
his name over, but it is being enclosed in his Name, 
and representing that which his Name represents.” 
When we abide in Christ we are safe, because we are 
remaining within the impregnable stronghold of the 
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testify that it was a song. 


ways of waging war. The four years of the World 
War proved this: weapons and methods were in use 


| Gallen at Mowe 0. .ncccsecsscrecvsugersesorscssescsersesess 466 4 during the last year of the war that had not been tried 
ome ge no ‘3 , ay Jr. ~ pe the a eel Me ge = = 
or Family orship. y rnes ° adsworth ....6. Safety In the Name ome oO ose vance wea ns oO war 
fifteen years ago will be obsolete in the next war — 
we There is no place of safety like the name of the the war that hangs so menacingly over all civilization 
A Lord. He himself tells us: “The name of the Lord today; and that destruction of entire populations will 
Still the Same is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and be carried out on such a vast and deadly scale that 
oe ‘Auiite Bob Flint is safe” (Prov. 18: 10). For the name, in the Scrip- one recoils from even thinking of it. There is a 
y Johnson Flin tures and among primitive peoples, stands for much word spoken by inspiration six centuries B. C. that 
t I am the way, the truth, and the life.— John 14:6. more than a mere label, as in our modern and western is appropriate today. In a prophecy given by the 
£ UR Lor@iis still the Wa usage. It stands for the most intimate and sacred word of the Lord to Ezekiel concerning the future de- 
¥ Amid the twisting m ~ personality of the one to whom it belongs. When the - struction of the Ammonites, the Lord says he will 
bs Of all the world’s perplexing paths Lord told Moses his name, “I AM,” we see this; and pour out his indignation upon them and deliver them 
s Sas endiy exdiblied ways ; ° the many other names of God throughout the Scrip- “into the hand of brutish men, and skilful to destroy” 
“ Still plain and clear He pa tures all have vital and glorious significance. The (Ezek. 21: 31). Brutality and- skill in destruction go 
“4 To lead. our straying feet late H. Clay Trumbull, for many years Editor of THe together. The old idea of “ciyilized warfare” becomes 
. " Sunpay Scuoot TIMEs, studied deeply the meaning of a mockery as war goes on. * Treaties and covenants 
d oc api er ogg eal deep, this and wrote on it with blessing and illumination of honor become “scraps of paper” to be destroyed and 
Ae pe & ‘ to many. The Keswick Calendar has recently quoted thrown away. Destruction of fellow men becomes the 
Our Lord is still the Truth one of his refreshing and revealing comments, as fol- great ambition and lust of armies and governments. 
Amid confusing lies, : lows: “When David, without any outside armour, War will never be ended until the Prince of Peace 
The world’s conflicting theories, stood before the giant Goliath who ‘had an helmet of returns in person to reign over this earth. That He 
Wild guesses and surmise ; brass’ and ‘a coat of mail’ and his weapons, David is coming soon is indicated by the many Scripturally 
Still plain and clear He waits faced him confidently, saying: ‘Thou comest to me predicted signs that have never before occurred. When 
To guide the seeking mind with a sword, and with a spear, and with a javelin; that glad day comes, men will not only stop warring, 
om Past doubts and false beliefs, but I come to thee in the Name of the Lord of hosts but they. will stop studying how to war; “they shall 
“i Li His certain Word to find. (i. e., “enclosed as in a tower in the Name of the beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
ig Our Lord is still the Light ; Lord”), the God of the armies of Israel, which thou pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against 
r- Men’s flickering torches pale hast defied.’ David in that ‘strong tower was safe, nation, neither shall they learn war any more” (Isa. 
of Are poor and dim at best, as Goliath, in his armour, was not. To come ‘in the 2:4). 
nt ‘And soon burn low and fail, 
es False signals lure astray, 
Ww But steadfast, clear, and bright, we w 
ty, He waits to guide us safely Home 
all Through earth’s bewildering night. 
Mm Our Lord is still the Life, Th 6é M t cs) t T ib l ti 
de Abundant, rich and free ; e us 8) ripuiation 
en He longs to break our chains ' 
he And ~~ in us liberty; F EVER a man knew the truth of what he spoke, is coming when the kingdom shall be purged of all 
re Serene and calm He waits | it was the apostle Paul, when he said, “We must that is spurious; when its present mystery form shall 
on Our poor, weak selves to take, through much tribulation enter into the kingdom give way to the open triumph of its genuine’ elements. 
ng And like His glorious self of God” (Acts 14:22). Only a short time before he Then shall the true sons of the kingdom be manifest 
Our futile lives to make. had been stoned and left for dead at Lystra. He as such, freed forever from the reproach of association 
in- had recovered and gone on to Derbe, but courageously and identification with the flotsam and jetsam of sham 
of <=. - returned later to the very district in which he had been Christian profession now included in Christendom. That 
six so shamefully treated. To do so was to take his life will be the day of the kingdom triumphant on eartl:. 
ns in his hands, ~ om concern for ae converts urged But before, and in order to, our entering into that 
in r ss im to spurn a angers in an effort to strengthen future glory and victory we must go through much 
and Don’t Be Resigned! them and exhort them to continue in the faith. . Well tribulation, ” This is a he saving > dane. They 
dy. It is better te rejoice than to be resigned. The he knew how much these infant churches would be would much prefer to be “carried to the skies on 
vas word “resigned” is not found in the Bible, but “rejoice” tried and that was why the dominant theme of his flowery beds of ease”; but this is utterly impossible. 
of runs through the Scriptures like a great carillon of exhortation was this “must” of tribulation, “we must “We must”—it is imperative—“we must through 
in- music. There is danger of self-pity in resignation— through much tribulation enter into the kingdom 6f much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God”; and 
for and self-pity is a deadly poison. There is no danger God.” this for three reasons: because it is inevitable, be- 
d that we may be pitying ourselves while we are rejoic- _ Our Lord had made the new birth the essential thing cause it is fitting, and because it is variously needful, 
in- ing “with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” Resig- for entering the kingdom, but ‘here a company of be- 1. It is inevitable in a hostile world that trials should 
ses, nation often means a certain mock piety—perhaps lievers is told that tribulation is inevitably involved attend the Christian pathway. The territory in which 
nce, unconsciously so, but none the less real. Joy is “the in entering therein. As believers they were already we wage our conflict is territory over which a great 
ot- fruit of the Spirit”: not a counterfeit, but real with reborn, and therefore already citizens of the kingdom usurper largely holds sway. We are the true King’s loyal 
nes, supernatural and divine power. The Lord Jesus Christ of God. In what sense then had they not yet entered soldiers. Ultimate victory is certain for us, but just 
wa told his disciples that hard times were coming for into the kingdom? . now the conflict is on and no Christian can be Pm 
As- them, and that the hard times meant blessing. Tl:s ° The answer necessitates the distinguishing of two oughly loyal and escape tribulation in some form. To 
lass is wie he —_ 4 atta ye, we —, shall pe. aspects *, he emery og 8 a ang and its future be associated with Christ in a world hostile to him is 
you, a w fy Shall separate you trom their aspects. In the present the kingdom is in the mystery to make ourselves targets for the fiery darts o e 
company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your form described in the parables of Matthew 13. Out- wicked one. If we ps from trial, we may Be = 
_ name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake” (Luke 6: - wardly it is that strange commingling of good and bad the reason, and inquire into our fidelity. For the world 
pirit 22). And how did the Lord say the disciples should that makes up Christendom, as depicted by the parables loveth its own, and if it be leaving us alone it may 
ovi- take these experiences when they came? With resig- of the net and of the wheat.and tares. Within this be because we are so akin to it that it can afford to 
ing nation? God forbid! This is what he said: “Re- conglomerate of Christian profession are to be found do so. If we are true to our Lord, we cannot but 
have joice ye in that day, and leap for joy.” They were the true sons of the kingdom, the reborn ones; and clash somewhere with forces hostile to him and thereby 
tself to look upon these experiences with thanksgiving and | they constitute the kingdom in its spiritual inwardness, feel the pressure of our great adversary, “the god of 
nt p= exultation, as an investor would look upon an invest- . an aspect largely hidden for the present. But a day this world.” With us it may not take’ the form of 
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mob violence such as Paul experienced at Lystra. It 
may not assume the shape o. what would generally be 
called persecution. The tribulations of the saints vary 
with time and circumstances, but they come in some 
form to all. It is inevitable that the citizens of 
Heaven should find things made warm for them at 
times by those who are to be the denizens of hell, 
bitter contestants that they are against the rule of 
God on earth. 


2.We must through much tribulation enter the 
kingdom, for this-is befitting in a true servant of Christ. 
The servant is not greater than his Lord, and if He 
was sorely beset here, shall His own who serve Him 
escape? Paul described his sufferings as a filling up 
of what remained of the sufferings of Christ. When 
Garibaldi appealed for the support of the youth of 
Italy to liberate their land he told them he could offer 
his soldiers nothing but hardship, and perils, pain and 
possible death. But such was the appeal that he and 
his cause made that the youth of Italy rose up in 
their thousands to join his standard. It was not only 
inevitable but befitting that the followers of the great 
Italian patriot should share in his sufferings to liber- 
ate his people. And so with the Christian. It befits 
him as a servant of Christ to enter into a measure of 
fellowship with his Lord’s suffering. 


3. It is needful for various reasons that we enter 
the Kingdom through tribulation. 

Some Christians mistakenly view trials as punish- 
ment. They frequently fret themselves needlessly in 
an. effort to connect cause with effect, as they ask, 
“What is God punishing me for by sending this trial?” 
It is true that sometimes a direct connection exists be- 
tween sin and suffering. We should be careful to 
inquire whether there be some sin in us directly re- 
sponsible for the ills we experience. Sometimes such 
clear and definite connection is discernible. We should 
remember, however, that in the case of the children 
of God such chastisements: are not punitive but dis- 
ciplinary. ‘The eternal penalty of our sin has been 
borne: by our Saviour, and therefore the penal conse- 
quences of our sins cannot. fall upon us. Often, how- 
ever, there may not exist any direct connection between 
the ills that vex us and our personal sins. Sometimes 
not our own but the sins of others cause our suffering. 
Yet, nevertheless, for one or more of various reasons 
such as we shall now consider, trial is needful for us. 
The story has been told in these pages before of a 
lad who was sailing his toy boat on the water in great 
glee. until it happened to get beyond his reach. He 
appealed to a bigger boy for help, who. thereupon, with- 
out a word, began to throw stones in the direction of 
the boat. The little chap thought the other was. but 
aggravating his vexation. Presently, however, he saw 
that instead of hitting the boat, each stone went be- 
yond it, making a ripple that moved the boat a little 
nearer to the shore; until the toy was again within 
reach and the lad rejoiced in repossessing his treas- 
ure. Our experiences are sometimes both hard to 
bear and hard to understand, but he whose trust is 


' in God shall finally see and rejoice that each trial 


“as the striking of the stone upon the quiet water of 
our life has brought us nearer to God.” 

Tribulation is sometimes needed to prove us. In 
the parable some seed fell on stony ground, where it 
had not much earth. When the sun shone in its 
strength the growth that had sprung up so quickly as 
quickly withered. No one can profess faith in Christ 
without scon experiencing some test as to the reality 
of that profession. The genuine will endure in the 
hour ‘of proving. It is sometimes to decide the real 
worth of our profession that trial comes. Or, again, 
the gentineness of our initial profession having been 
attested, further testing may come from time to time 
to determine the degree of strength that has been de- 
veloped and the progress that has been made in Christ. 


Tribidlation is needed to purify us. That is sug- 
gested by the very derivation of the word, which points 
us back to the ancient Roman threshing instrument, 
the tribulum,. The mystery form of the kingdom is 
not only characterized by a mixture of good and bad 
in its outward profession, but often in the true chil- 
dren of God the works of the flesh are mingled with 
the fruit ofthe Spirit. This constitutes one of the 
greatest sorrows of God’s own, impelling them to cry 
out with gréat ‘earnestness: 

“Oh, wash me, Thou, without, within; 
Oh, purge with fire, if that must be; 
No matter how, if only sin 
Die out in me, die out in me.” 
And God takes them at their word and lets the purify- 
ing fire of trial come. To get back to the derivation 
of the word itself, he drives his tribulum over their 
lives that the chaff may be separated from the grain. 

It may be to strengthen us that our Father has per- 
mitted a trial season. For not only are there some 
things needing to be purged out of our lives, but there 
are-others that need to be developed; and tribulation 
is needful for both. The tree that is exposed to the 
full force of the wintry gale will send its roots the 
deeper and build a strength the greater in consequence 
ot the fury’ of the storms it must endure. So do the 
storms of life that sweep down upon the Christian 
serve but to root him the more deeply in Christ and 
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to strengthen him the more’ firmly to stand in the 
evil day. 


It may be needful that suffering come to-us to recall - 


us from straying. Two children who were walking 
with their parents through some woods near their home 
began to play hide and seek and got lost to the parents. 
The mother was uneasy, but the father said, “Don’t 
worry, the darkness will drive them home.” 

As they walked on the weman turned and said to 
her husband, “I have been thinking a lot about your 
remark, ‘The darkness will drive them in,’ and I 
wonder if that may not be the reason why God per- 
mits so many hard things in this world.” 

The tribulation that. will expose the unreality of the 
mere professor will bring out the reality of the gen- 
uine but backslidden Christian. The dark, experiences 
that drive some away from their profession will bring 
back to Himself His own.who have wandered away. 


Then, surely, to enrich us tribulation may be needed; 
to enrich us now both in character and in Christian 
experience, and hereafter in our heritage in glory. 


“These weary hours will not be lost, 
These days: of misery, 
. These nights of darkness, tempest tossed. — 
Can -I but turn to Thee, 
With secret labor to sustain 
In patience every blow, 
To gather fortitude from pain, 
And holiness from woe.” 


It is said that when Commander Booth Tucker of the 
Salvation Army was standing beside the casket. of his 
wife, he said, “God has taken away my darling wife 
and left me alone with these children, but I want to 
say God was never nearer and Christ never dearer 


to me than he is today.” His bereavement brought him . 


an enrichment of Christian experience, and so has it 
been with many another. Yet not only in this life 
can we be made richer in grace of character and in 
fellowship with God, but hereafter in glory shall we 
gain enrichment from present suffering. Our glory 
there will be proportioned to our sufferings for and 
with Christ here. “Our light affliction, which is -but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory” to our everlasting en- 
richment in the life to come. 


“Let us press on in patient self-denial, 
Accept the hardship, shrink not from the loss, 
Our portion lies beyond the hour of trial, 
Our crown beyond the cross.” 




















Misquoted Scripture 


It is surprising how often Christian people fall 
into the error of misquoting Bible verses. Thought- 
less people—and even some otherwise thoughtful 
people —hear or read the mistake, and pass it on. 
It causes confusion and perhaps real trouble. The 
Times has published letters from readers pointing out 
commonly misquoted passages, as the Editors believe 
the publishing of such instances will help to safeguard 
the accuracy of quotations from the inerrant Word. 
Another interesting letter is given herewith: 


In a recent number of your interesting paper you 
had an article on the misquotation of Scripture, which 
closed by inviting from your readers further illustra- 
tions of this common fauk. 


Some fifty years ago, while in London, I heard 
Dr. Joseph Parker of the City. Temple commenting 
on the fall of Eve in the Garden of Eden. He pointed 
out that in quoting God’s words in reply to Satan’s 
misquotation of God’s words she herself committed the 
three great elements of misquotation — addition, sub- 
traction (or omission), and inaccuracy. 

God’s. words were these: “Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 
it: for in the day.that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die” (Gen. 2:16, 17). 

God said, “Of every tree of the garden thou may- 
est freely eat.” 

Satan said, “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat 
of every tree of the garden ?” 

God said, “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest 
freely eat.” 

Eve said, ““We may eat of the fruit of the trees of 
the garden.” 

She left out “every” and the gracious word “freely.” 

God said, “Of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it.” 

Eve added, “Neither shall ye touch it.” 

God said, “For in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die.” 

Eve weakened it down to, “Neither shall ye touch 
it, lest ye die.” 

I don’t think it is too much to ‘say that all mis- 
quotations might be arranged under these three heads 


of addition, omission, and ‘inaccuracy.”—A California 
reader. 
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Christ and the Campus 


What are teachers giving students in college class- 
rooms, today ? 





The Union Movement in the colleges — ‘‘religion ”’ 
fead of Christi, ity 





Can college students be interested in real Bible study ? 


COLLEGE professor said recently to his 
students. in. the classroom: “The only sin- 
ner I can see is the man who thinks. he has 
arrived — some little two-by-four, shave-tail in- 


tellect who gets up on a little peak and hollers” 


that he is saved.” 


Another teacher remarked: “The saint is the 
only fellow who hates to ‘die. He has missed 
too much.” 


And another:, “As.far as I’m concerned, all 
religions of the world, all philosophies, ure mov- 
ing toward the same goal.” 


These statements were taken down verbatim 
by a student in the classrooms of one university 
during a single term recently. They are typical 
of many of the remarks heard in our modern 
colleges. The blatant atheism and the cultured, 
magnetic agnosticism of ciassroom professors 
make it. hard for a student to believe in Christ 
and the Bible. Sarcasm, ridicule, and invective 
are used to turn the students away from any 
“childish” beliefs they held before coming to 
college. 


Another sinister factor is the substitution of 
“religion” for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This 
is the position and message of the various 
“Union” movements that have brought together 
into a spiritually meaningless merger various 
organizations originally true to the faith, such as 
the Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A., the Student 
Volunteer Movement, and even some evangelical 
denominations. This Union Movement in the 
colleges and universities is subtle, plausible, and 
harmful, for it makes no distinction, between 
Christianity and “religion” and brings together 
Catholics and Protestants, Jews, Christians and 
Unitarians, regardless of creed or faith. The 
message of salvation through the shed blood, 
death, and resurrection of Christ has little if 
any place in such Union work. ; 


Is there any hope for the college students of 
today in the face of such staggering odds as 
these? 


There is a ringing, unequivocal answer to this 
question, and THe Sunpay ScHoot TrMEs is 
glad to announce a series of extraordinary arti- 
cles, to appear exclusively in these columns this 
autumn, on 


Christ and the Campus 


A remarkable work has been started-in the 
colleges: of California which is counter-attack- 
ing by*“the Sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God,” these attacks of the Adversary 
upon the faith and life of students. It began 
some five years ago on the campus of the Uni- 
versity of California at Los Angeles. It has 
become a strong movement and is now reaching 
an ever increasing number of universities and 
colleges. 


The work was founded and is directed by Milo 
F. Jamison, M.A., a young minister who has 
had a varied and valuable experience as pastor 
after a thoroughgoing education and grounding 
in the faith, Mr. Jamison has written for 
readers of THE SunpAY ScnHoort Times. the 
whole encouraging story. Christian people 
everywhere should know about it, get back of 
it by prayer and other support, and bring its 
faithful testimony into their own community. 


THE Sunvay ScHoot Times expects to be- 
gin publication of these articles in its Autumn 
Plans Number of September 10 and continue the 
series for two or three months. Those who 
would make sure of having most of the articles 
of the series, and who are not now taking the 
paper, can take advantage of the Get Acquainted 
subscription to THe SunpAy ScnHoor Times 
for ten weeks at 25 cents. Do you know of 
college students or professors, college pastors or 
chaplains, who ought to have this invaluable 
series? Will you not see that they get the issues 
containing the articles, or send those issues to 
them yourself, by using the’ Get Acquainted 
offer? Subscriptions mailed with the request 
that they begin with the series “Christ and the 
Campus” will start with the first issue of the 
new series, if addressed to The Sunday School 
Times- Company, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia: ; 
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An Interview with the Premier of Republican Spain | 


His cordial reception of his American visitors, and his ready answers to 
questions about religious tolerance and the Bible in Spain 


By Ralph C. and Edith F. Norton 














years as one of its outstanding workers Senor 

Aguilera, probably the best evangelist in the 
peninsula, a man of such capacity and gifts that he 
might easily occupy a prominent part in the govern- 
ment of the country. We shall not soon forget a din- 
ner in his home, where through the medium of his 
broken English and our limited Spanish we enjoyed 
delightful ChriStian fellowship. ; 

This Mission is sadly hampered by its lack of 
workers as well as by shortage of funds. It is an 
independent work of faith, as is ours in Belgium and, 
as we see how great is the opportunity and how qual- 
ified the Mission to undertake an extensive forward 
movement, we gladly commend to Christian friends 
of America these pressing needs, that prayer and gifts 
may be forthcoming in a larger way. } : 

From the small town of Santa Cruz, ten miles dis- 
tant, came a woman named Bernadina some nine years 
ago, to Mr. Buffard at Valdepenas, to receive medical 
attention. Her disease cured, she besought the workers 
to begin a meeting in her small house. This was 
done, and the work has so developed that today at 
Santa Cruz the group of Christians own their own 
little hall. We drove down to an evening meeting 
over well paved roads, into the dimly lighted village 
and over the uneven cobbled way between low white 
houses with their grilled windows, until we stopped 
before an open door. When we entered, all the large 
assembly rose to their feet and burst into a song of 
welcome. Those who have what we call, for want 
of a better term, “missionary hearts,” know with what 


Tie Spanish Gospel Mission has had for twelve 


a thrill we looked” into those glowing countenances. . 


Just a group of peasants they were, the women ail 
wearing the handkerchief over their heads, or rarely 
a lace mantilla, and the men humbly garbed. These 
people are mostly farm laborers who live in the vil- 
lages as do our Belgian peasants, and go out at four 
or five in the morning to cultivate their distant plot 
of farm ground. 


A Humble Spanish Home 

We were greeted by José the blacksmith, who has 
charge of this little post. His back is bent by his 
arduous toil, his clothing was shabby, a colored hand- 
kerchief twisted about his neck took the place of a 
collar, but in our eyes he was beautiful! The mes- 
sages were given, and to our joy three or four per- 
sons professed to accept Christ, among them the 
daughter of Bernadina. ; sa 

After the meeting we returned for a little visit to 
her house. It was better than the majority, as it con- 
sisted of several low whitewashed rooms, the living 
room heated by a camilla or brasero of coals under 
the table. But what interested us most was the room 
of the mules, just off the main bedroom of the family, 
so that several times during the night they can arise 
and feed the animals and see that all is well with them. 
This intimate proximity to their beasts seems to be 
taken as a matter of course, perhaps because their 
very existence depends upon these. animals. ; 

One evening we came to Ubeda, a small town in 
a spur of the Sierra Morena. It is a place of great 
antiquity and abounding in architectural charm. On 
our Sunday there three meetings were held, Mr. 
Norton, or Don Rodolfo, as they called him, in Span- 
ish fashion, speaking morning and afternoon, and Mrs. 
Norton at night. The latter, as her Anglo-Saxon 
first name would not permit of being turned into 
Spanish, was rechristened Dona Elisa de Belgica. The 
following morning we regretfully said good-by to our 
dear friend Mr. Buffard, whose fellowship, with that 
of his fellow laborers of the Spanish Gospel Mission, 
had been very precious during the ten days of our 
visit to his work. f 

One of his co-laborers at Valdepenas, Mr. Sholin, 
Director of the Bible School, told us an interesting 
and touching incident connected with the Revolution 
in April of 1931. It was his own Bible students who, 
being Protestant, were formerly considered as the off- 
scouring of the earth, who carried the banners at the 
forefront of the great procession the day of libera- 
tion from the Monarchy. For the occasion they had 
2,000 circulars printed and distributed among the crowd, 
saying: “Now that we are free we can invite you to 
our Gospel hall,—come and hear the Gospel.” 

In Granada the Protestant work is chiefly educa- 
tional, a school being conducted by a representative 
of the Fliedner Lutheran group. One incident of our 
visit to the historic Alhambra stands out as a beautiful 
memory. We had spent much of-the day exploring 
the wonderful Moorish palace, and in the late after- 
noon we turned our steps to the Alcazaba or citadel. 
We had successfully dodged the importunate guides all 


The newspapers recently published cabled dis- 
patches from Spain telling of a monarchistic revolt 
against the Republican Government, of which the 
Prime Minister is Senor Azana. The revolt did 
not last long, being checked within twenty hours. 
It was quelled in Madrid, a news dispatch reported, 
by Government troops spraying machine gun 
bullets through public squares. The memorable 
interview of Mr. and Mrs. Norton with Premier 
Azana has timely significance in view of this latest 
uprising in a country that challenges the attention 
of the world today. 

This article is the fifth of a series in which Mr. 
and Mrs. Norton are describing for Times readers 
their survey of Christian work in four European 
countries. They visited a number of strong evan- 
gelical Christian centers and societies that are 
not touched upon in these articles, as a full report 
of their survey would require more space than is 
devoted to these interesting travel sketches. The 
colorful description of their journey will continue 
in an early issue of the Times. 








day, but to see the subterranean portion of the citadel 
a guide was necessary. The custodian of the tower 
to whom we applied proffered his services. He was 
a gentle faced old man, who spoke his Spanish very 
slowly and clearly, with many a “Comprende usted?” 
that we might understand. After he had showed us 
all the points of interest, and had picked a charming 
bouquet of violets, yellow myrtle, and narcissus for 
the lady, a copy of “God is Love” in Spanish was of- 
fered to him. His face lighted up at the sight. 

“Once, five years ago,” he said, “an American lady 
came here and talked long with me. She spoke very 
good Spanish and gave me a New Testament. Since 
then I have put my trust only in Christ as Saviour. 
I believed on him before, but now it is different. I 
believe in the Protestant religion now and have no 
more use for the Catholic, and I have accepted Christ 
as my unique Saviour.” 

With joy we heard his story, and how we thanked 
God for the faithfulness of the unknown Senora Amer- 
icana who had sowed the seed that brought forth such 
abundant fruit. The dear old man was truly rejoiced 
at the little time of fellowship with us. “The Protes- 
tants have a school here,” he said, but we could see 
he felt very much alone in Catholic Granada. “The 
most Catholic city in Spain,” he said, “and Andalusia 
is the most Catholic of all the provinces.” 

When we left each other, with tears we pointed up 
to the heavens where one day we should be reunited. 
For his faithful service we insisted that he accept a 
two peseta piece. He threw up his hands, —it were 
sacrilege to take it from us; but one of us, remember- 
ing the poverty of these people, said to him, “It is 
true we are brothers, but brothers also must eat,” 
and pressing the coin into his hand we left him there. 
As we walked down the incline, looking back we could 
see him, cap held above his head, waving to us as 
far as we could be seen. 


“All One in Christ Jesus’’ 


Nothing has so impressed us as the kinship of. spirit 
we experienced with these humble Christians of Spain. 
There seemed to be no barriers of race or language. 
The spiritual understanding and communion were com- 
plete. There was no sense of strangeness as we en- 
countered the different groups, nor any need of mental 
readjustment. We adored the ‘same Lord and spoke 
a common language. As has often occurred in Flan- 
ders and Wallonia, Mrs. Norton had the blessed ex- 
perience also in Spain of having these simple women 
take her in their arms and give her a loving kiss of 
Christian fellowship. Never shall we forget Bernadina, 
nor old Francisca, nor the old man at the citadel of 
Granada, nor the old sister at Ubeda. Our hurried 
visit to the latter’s home was in the course of a stroll 
about the interesting old town with our friend Mr. 
Buffard. 

We had reached the outskirts where a row of mis- 
erable dwellings, flanked by a bank of horrible refuse, 
looked out over one of the most marvelous vistas in 
Spain, if not in Europe. The great Andalusian plain 
carpeted with lovely mosaics composed of thousands 
of small cultivated farm plots, showing all varieties 
of form and beautiful in their tones of green and 
brown, sloped up to the great chain of the Sierra 
Morena, showing snow-capped in the far distance. At 
one of the meanest huts we stopped. We entered the 
kitchen and, after the brief visit, at Mr. Buffard’s 
request, a door to the right was opened to reveal the 


family donkey. Through a doorless opening to the 
left we could see’ a good sized flock of goats, and 
presently through the front door entered two sheep to 
join the latter, 

Such is the manner of life of millions of Spain’s 
poverty-stricken population. Of sanitary precautions 
they have no faintest notion. Nowhere in Spain did 
we dare to drink the water, —all had to be purchased 
in bottles. The missionaries tell us that in the villages 
the people not only never take baths but never even 
wash their faces or hands. The Christians sometimes 
Say that baptism by immersion brought them their 
first experience of having their entire bodies wet. 
The tragedy that never left our consciousness as we 
traveled through this great country, with its rugged 
grandeur of scenery, and with its inhabitants so often 
kindly, courteous, and sympathetic, was the thought 
of its twenty-three million souls with only a scant ten 
thousand evangelical believers. How we. cried out 
to God that he would in some way speedily bring the 
Gospel light to these multitudes who sit in darkness. 

While Gospel mission halls, such as many of ours 
in Belgium and some we have seen in Spain, can be 
made attractive despite their simplicity, yet it is not 
difficult to understand the repugnance of some Spanish 
people to entering a meeting hall in squalid quarters 
when they are accustomed to worshiping in cathedrals 
of indescribable beauty. We sat through a vesper serv- 
ice in the great cathedral at Seville, for example, 
which for sheer sensuous charm surpassed anything 
we had seen anywhere. In the space between the great 
altar and the organ, both of which are masterpieces 
of art, assembled the congregation. The great pillars 
forming the four corners of this improvised chapel 
were hung with crimson velvet. The playing of the 
organ and the singing of the hidden choir were un- 
earthly in their loveliness. A Cardinal officiated, and 
the assisting priests were all garbed in gorgeous vest- 
ments. The light was subdued and the pageantry of 
the altar service entrancing. To us it was not only 
blasphemous, but indescribably sad, this enslaving of 
immortal souls by pagan rites rendered so alluringly 
beautiful. 


In the Wake of the Revolution 


During our two visits to Madrid we saw several 
things which impressed us deeply. 

The first, the ruins of Catholic institutions, destroyed 
by fire at the time of the Revolution last April. The 
size of these great Catholic properties and their utter 
demolition were truly remarkable. It is whispered 
here in Spain that the Jesuits themselves in some in- 
stances are responsible for this destruction, thereby 
thinking to turn public sympathy in their favor. 

The second thing we found impressive was the great 
Royal Palace. Since the departure of the Royal 
Family into exile, for the first time in its history this 
wonderful place has been thrown open to public in- 
spection. We have seen palaces elsewhere, but never 
one the equal of this in gorgeous splendor. An hour 
was too short a time to traverse its succession of 
beautiful rooms. As we thought of this palace with 
its priceless tapestries and pictures, its wealth of crys- 
tal chandeliers, inlaid furniture and costly vases, and 
thought too of the Royal Palace of Seville almost its 
equal in magnificence, where the Royal Family resided 
one month of the year (April, the month of fiesta), we 
wondered that the Revolution had not arrived sooner. 

Nor are the cathedrals of Spain behind the Royal 
Palace as to opulence. From Madrid we drove down 
to Toledo to see that ancient Moorish walled city, 
and in particular to visit the cathedral of historic 
renown. It would be impossible to describe the es- 
thetic beauty of that great pile, — surely there is noth- 
ing to be compared to it in the world. But what a ter- 
rible contrast to the beggary and squalid poverty of the 
land are the treasures of these mighty cathedrals! At 
Toledo, for instance, we saw treasures of lace, of hand- 
painted missals, of priestly vestments arid miters loaded 
with precious stones, whose value surely must be incal- 
culable. One robe is said to be embroidered with more 
than 30,000 pearls; and then the virgins with their 
diamond tiaras, their robes of gold and silver, their 
jeweled scepters! . . . How long may it be, we ask 
fearfully, until the specter of Communism take form 
and sweep all this abomination of greed and rapacity 
from the face of Spain? Alas, if this fearful con- 
tingency arrives it means as well the death knell of 
all evangelical effort, for Communism makes no dis- 
tinction in‘ its blind hatred of réligion. 

On our return from Toledo, we stopped to see the 
gigantic statue of Christ erected at te geographical 
center of Spain by the Society of the Sacred Heart. 
An imposing monument, —‘tout near inspection revealed 
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- man of letters. | 
« questing an interview, which he kindly. accorded us 
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the abomination of idolatry, the exposure of the phys- 
ical heart of Jesus, which is the center of the cult 
of this society. Above the statue was the inscription 
Yo Reino en Espana (“I reign in Spain”); but some 
factious Republican had engraved below it: Que te 
crees tu eso (“Do you really think that?’) 

Oh, if speedily there might be raised up, in this 
land, flaming evangelists from out the Spanish people 
who should carry the blessed Gospel message from 
one part of the Peninsula to the other! Even the 
small existing group of evangelical believers would 
be sufficient to evangelize the whole land if, throwing 
aside the shackles of timidity: and repression that 
long have bound them, and turning away from the 
educational movement which seems .in some cases 
to be the chief preoccupation, they would implore a 
baptism of zeal and power from on high and go out 
on this great and holy mission. The time is very 
short, and unless the Church of Spain seizes this psy- 
chological ‘moment, ‘it may soon gone for ever and 
Spain be plunged into the abyss of: atheism. 

The day before our departure from: Madrid we were 

iven a ticket of admittance to the Cortes (the legis- 

tive authority’ in’ Spain, ‘consisting of a Senate and 
a Congress or Chamber: of Deputies), and passed the 
four hours of the session in the visitors’ gallery. 


‘ Directly underneath us was the ministerial or cabinet 


bench, and the first seat was occupied by the Prime 
Minister; Manuel Azana, the well-known Liberal and 
i We passed our card down to him, re- 


at noon the following: day. 

Minister Azana received us at the hour appointed, 
in his office in the building of the Ministry of War. 
We had prepared a few questions which he graciously 
undertook to. answer, choosing to converse in French 
rather than English, although he is proficient in the 
latter tongue, being the translator into Spanish of 
George Borrow’s classic, “The Bible in Spain.” The 


. following interrogation took place, after we had stated 


our reasons for desiring the interview and had sketched 
briefly the triumphs of the Gospel in Belgium. 

Question: Is religious tolerance now a reality in 
Spain? Do all religions have now a like standing 
before the law? - 

Answer: Absolutely. Religious tolerance is now 
guaranteed by the Constitution alike to all religions. 

Question: What part do you think the Bible, the 
book of liberty, should play in the reconstruction of 
your country? 

Answer: I believe it will do good where distributed. 

Just here we told Minister Azana of our project 
to distribute 100,000 copies of “The Reason Why” in 
Spain, and he accepted a copy from us. 


' of our love for his country: and/our keen desire to do 


anything in our power for her spiritual upbuilding. 


) For thesé expressions he ‘cordially thanked us, seem- 
ingly with deep feeling. We continued: 


Question: The Jesuits who have come to Belgium 
from Spain declare that in two years they will be 


~ back. What do you think of that assertion? 


Answer; That. is their own private opinion. 
Question; What attitude are the intelligentsia of 


the country taking toward the Republic? 


Answer: The greater part are in sympathetic accord. 
Question: ‘Is the opposition to the Catholic Church 


' threatening her future? 


Answer: No, I do not think so. 

Question; What. about the other religious orders, 
other than Jesuits; will they. be allowed to remain? 

Answer: I cannot say. The great question is that 
of education. That -ultimately will be taken completely 
away from religious orders and put in the control of the 
State, only the change must be brought about gradually. 

Question: Is Communism a grave menace to the 


" existing order? 


. 


Answer: Not at all. 


The twenty minutes interview terminated; Minister 
Azana extended his hand to us and said smilingly, 
“Best wishes for success in your enterprise on behalf 
of Spain.” 

In a short visit to one of Valencia’s Catholic cathe- 
drals we were shown the Virgin of the poor, before 
whose shrine a multitude of poverty-stricken folk were 
worshiping. When we lifted our eyes to her ladyship, 

was to see a figure in fantastically embroidered 
robes wearing a crown blazing with precious stones, 
a vision of splendor almost dazzling. The incongruity 
of the scene revolted us: those poor beggars, and 
that bejeweled idol, whose costly array if sold could 
have given them all comfort for many a long day. In a 
neighboring church a famous Madonna was recently 
rifled and her valuables carried away. We were shown 
also the church’s relics,—the cup from which our 
Lord drank at the last supper, a piece of the winding 
sheet in which he was laid in the tomb, the sponge 
that was put to his lips during the crucifixion, and 
some of the thorns from his crown, —all duly authen- 
ticated and genuine, so said the intelligent priest who 
stood by! 

i (To be continued) 


We also spoke | 
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Deciphering Hieroglyphs on a Seal Cylinder 


Building Egyptian and Babylonian names out of tiny pictures of birds, plants, and animals 
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Drawings of two hawks, a goose, a crane, an ape, a gazelle, and a bundle o ints are some of the symi 

a beautiful little cylinder that has just been found at Kirjath-sepher. It was Kags of a arith pre ear fer 

a strong magnifying glass and an enlarged photograph of the cylinder only reveal its perfect workmanship. As 

the Egyptian and Babylonian scholars are puzzling over the characters on it, Dr. Kyle gives the results of ‘their 

work in this third article of his series, which will continue in an early issue. But the cylinder is not the only in- 
teresting object. described in this article, for Dr. Kyle also tells of an elaborate oil press. 


the cities on Tell Beit Mirsim have considered : 


H«= many readers of these many accounts of 


that they were not all of the same size? When 
one city was destroyed and people began to rebuild 
it, they began at the beginning and the city pro- 
gressed until it covered the whole mound, or »was 
again destroyed and all began over again. The ex- 
tent of the city corresponded in a general way to the 
length of peace which it enjoyed before destruction 
overtook it. 
find all the cities at every point of excavation. In 
the 1930 campaign the city known technically as E 
level, that is, the last city but one in the Middle Bronze 
Age, made but very little showing near the great 
East gate. It was with difficulty that we could cer- 
tainly identify it as a separate city with a~ distinct 
history. Now this fourth campaign finds a very dif- 
ferent state of the remains of the E level. At some 
distance west from the East gate this E level city has 
proved to be most important. Hovels and palaces 
crowd each other in profusion, and the most beautitul 
pottery and alabasters and delicate bronzes and ivory 
inlay attest the artistic character of the culture of 
that Patriarchal Period, about 1700 B. C. It is 


exactly here as in the city of Chicago: old Chicagoans . 


delight to point out the dimensions of the city before 
the great fire, exactly where the fire stopped,.and then 
how the city ‘which arose out of the ashes extended 
its borders until there is now a city, like Nineveh of 
old, of “three days’ journey.’. So with this. mound of 
many cities, they did not each cover the whole terri- 
tory within the walls; it may be that no one of them 
did so. Thtts far-we have found. the city of the 
kings of Judah in all parts of the city area yet exca- 
vated, and it is possible that.that city did cover the 
whcle’ area within’ the walls and was probably the 
only one that did ‘so. ; 


Certainly it is the ‘unexpected that happens. I came 


down from Jerusalem this morning hoping for some- — 
Soon after lunch there | 


thing great, I-knew not’ what. c 
was brought in from the Tell the most beautiful seal 


cylinder yet found in Palestine. The Egyptian scholars 


and the Babylonian scholars on the Staff are busy 
puzzling over the strange concatenation of characters 
which usually go into the make-up of a seal cylinder. 
Many things are not yet clear concerning the inscrip- 
tion on this cylinder, but some things are clear enough. 


It was cut by a sculptor who was a consummate artist. ‘ 
The stronger the magnifying glass we put on it, and ~ 


the more we enlarge a photograph of it, the more per- 
fect the work of the artist seems to be. Now this 
beautiful work is unmistakably identified as between 
1800 and 1700 B. C. a little’ after the time of Abra- 
ham. This identification is made both by the stratifica- 
tion in the mound and the pottery surrounding the seal 
which is certainly of that Age. 
of the inscription as compared with other seal cylin- 
ders points to the same time. 
of Egyptian and Babylonian motifs characteristic of 
that period, and it is inscribed with both Egyptian hier- 
oglyphs and cuneiform characters. ; 

The meaning of the inscriptions will be discussed 
when. we -have studied them more carefully and per- 
haps have been able to make Sense out of them in- 
stead of ornamentation. Of that we cannot be too 
confident, for seal cylinders are not noted for their 
lucidity, but rather for their obscurity. ©The most 
immediate evidential value of this object is that it 
adds one more, and indeed the most noted, of all the 
evidences of the high degree of culture of the patri- 
archal Age. No finer work is to be found on any 
seal known. 
tery, alabasters, and bronzes, it constitutes an unim- 
peachable testimony to the culture of that Age. Some 
have argued from the paucity of such articles in Pal- 
estine that culture was very low. But it is not the 
ere. but the quality, that constitutes artistic evi- 
agence, 

We have now an enlarged photograph of the record 
made by the seal cylinder and I will attempt a de- 
scription of this remarkable relic, though we cannot 
as yet completely decipher the inscription or under- 
stand all the symbolism. The seal makes a record 
about two inches in length and the enlarged photograph 
increases this to five inches. It contains a strange 


mixture of Babylonian characttérs and “synibols- and © 


Thus it comes abcut that we do- not . 


Then the archeology - 


It-shows a combination 


Placed alongside of the remarkable pot-— 


Egyptian hieroglyphs and symbols. * The principal 
characters are two; one Egyptian on the right and’ the 
other Babylonian on the ‘left. At: the top in- front of 
the Egyptian figure are the hieroglyphs for Thothmes 
(the crane and the plants tied together, giving the 
syllable mes). Sitting by the knees of the Pharaoh 
is the ape of Thoth, 'the symbol of the divine name in 
the king’s name. Another character, the gazelle, mean- 
ing “heir” or “inheritance,” occurs between. the re- 
peated names of Thothmes. The Babylonian person 
opposite Thothmes has the name Shamesh at the top 
and Nabu before his feet. Back of this character are 
the words in Egyptian, di ankh (“giving life’). The 
ank is repeated and seems to have the -plural sign. 
Next to the left is a column of three birds, a goose 
and two hawks seeming to read Sa herui, (“son of 
Herui”). Then follow two columns of incomprehen- 
sible figures, whether Egyptian or ornamental is un- 
certain. The one other column contains in very clear 
Egyptian hieroglyphs the letters y, h, s, t, which as 
yet we are not able to interpret. 

The Thothmes of this seal cannot be the: well-known 
Thothmes III, as it is entirely too early as indicated 
certainly by the stratum from which it comes and 
the pottery found around it.. It:is, as already noted, 
of a date between 1800 and 1700 B. C. The king 
might then be Thothmes I, of the Thirteenth Dynasty. 
In keeping ‘with the agreement to keep/the readers of 
the Times. posted from week to week, I write on this 
subject, of ‘course, planning to make later corrections 
if they are-found necessary. The beauty of this seal 
- the skill of the artist who cut it fill us with won- 

er. ; os 

There is nearly always something interesting on 
the Tell: In making a sounding a heavy wall was cut 
and lo, an aqueduct ran through it lengthwise. Whether 
it was a sewer or a pure water carrier is not yet 
determined. As a variation in the beautiful shapes ‘in 
pottery and bric-a-brac, indeed, here’ is a similar shape 
in copper or bronze. It had been delicately orna- 
mented, but is how much “broken and tarnishéd. Pil- 
grim bottles are quite common in the Middle and 
Late Bronze Ages, but here is a most uncommon one. 
Instead of a small canteen-like bottle for individual 
use, this one is large enough for a family picnic. It 
would hold as much .as one of those large thermos 
bottles: now so often seen at home. Some very pe- 
culiar shapes also have been appearing; in fact the 
Middle Bronze Age is this year showing a variety and 
richness of relics unknown before. 

Now we have just had an official visit from members 
of the Department of Antiquities; we showed them 
around and exhibited all our treasures. They will be 
sure to take the seal and, indeed, every unique find. 
But they have been generous toward us, and I have 
no doubt we shall fare well this year also. The sea- 
son is just half.done as we count weeks, but the sec- 
ond month will represent nearly twice the work of 
the first and so the outlook is excellent for a most 
profitable year. 

Joseph went to seek his brethren and was told they 
had gone to Dothan (Gen. 37:17). They were on 
the trek to find pasture or water or both. Here be- 
low our camp from the way that leads up from the 
desert of Sinai we are seeing these days the same trek- 
ing life of the Bedouin. Thousands of sheep and goats, 
hundreds of camels, and men, women, and children in 
vast hosts are streaming up from the devouring desert 
because the “famine is in the land.” . Where, indeed, 
will they all get a drink of water? Yet they seem 
to be not dispirited.- They are accustomed to “de- 
pression,” and they do not think to complain. Instead, 
they exert themselves to make adjustments. When we 
all cease to talk so much about depression and exert 
ourselves to make the necessary adjustments to the 
new conditions of life that have come, instead of 
mourning helplessly for the false prosperity that has 
gone, the “depression” will soon be a memory. These 
people, accustomed as they are to simple, even hard 
conditions, are much more easily adaptable. Are these 
things not archeological? Well, if archeology is not 
to teach 'us lessons for the present it is hardly worth 
while. That one thing, life, is after all the same in all 
ages; what is worth while at all is worth while now. 

Great quantities of pottery are now coming out, and 
at last a complete and elaborate oil press has ‘come, 


sa pect st te epee nnn erscitaemaas maT 





nd ee eee PS 








pita Ben y gine sna 





<= tating 


at i pc i IIR 











Lesson for September 18 


to light. The olive. was not so much cultivated in 
this southern part of the land, and. we had not been 
able to add to the industrial development of the place 
any elaborate preparation for oil making until now. 
Just inside the west gate in a great room twenty-five 
feet square was the complete outfit. The press itself 
was on the west side of the room. In front of. the 
press were three receptacles for the oil as it ran out 
from the press. Above the press in the stone wall 
were three holes into which beams of wood had been 
fastened at one end to reach across the press itself. 
Great stones of 100 to 200 pounds weight lie scattered 
about the room now. Each has a hole through if, 
and these great weights were attached to the beams 
which lay across the press. Thus the. oil was pressed 
out in exactly the same way as in the old-fashioned 
cider press which I was accustomed to see in Ohio 
in my childhood days. Some great pottery jars were 
still in the room which had been for .oil vessels. . This 
oil press. was in the Israelite period, second Iron Age, 
the time of the kings of Judah. Little, if any evi- 
dence has been found of the use of the oil press in 
the Canaanite period, the Bronze Ages. When the 
evidence of this city is complete, we shall probably be 
able to determine at what time in the-history of the 
land the-olive culture was introduced into this region. 
Some one has just brought in a villainous spearhead 
in bronze from the Middle Bronze Age, only a short 
time after the days of Abraham; not so pacific in 
implications as the oil press! 

The “wind of the evening” has come; the fierce heat 
of noonday which makes our heads ache is gone by 
for another day, and God’s blessed respite of the 
night’s rest approaches with its sweet restorative once 
again. 

It has been a constant wonder that in a mound of 
cities which were destroyed one after another, so few 
human bones are found. That no graves are found 
is not surprising, as it is not probable that many, if 
any, burials would be permitted within the city, and 
we have not searched the mountainside belew the Tell 
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for graves. Now, in the Middle Bronze Age, prob- 
ably. in the third destruction of the city in that Age, 
a very complete skeleton has been found. It is of a 
fine specimen of the race inhabiting the city at that 
time. The Canaanites of that Age were not only of 
a high culture, as we have seen, but, as far as known, 
were - physically a fine appearing race. It was in 
morals that they utterly failed. This man was not 
buried; though no mark of violence appears, he seems 
to have been killed and tumbled forward and lay where 
he fell. Amidst all their culture, as in Europe eight- 
een years ago, came horrid war, systematic organized 
murder, and men of fine physique were struck down 
in cold bloed and left to welter in their blood as they 
did by thousands on the crimson fields of Belgium and 
France. « Recently a military leader has said that in 
battle the commander must never think of-men as 
individual souls, but only human masses to be hurled 
against the enemy. If he spares his men, he will fail. 
Such is war, and so this poor fellow was left, simply 
“a casualty.” : 

A look in upon the work today would impress any- 
one with the systematic scientific character of the 
work of examining this old civilization. Nothing is 
left to guess work. Following the 120 men and boys 
who dig and carry away the dust of ages, is the 
Director and his assistant, keeping everything in exact 
order, the surveyor measuring and leveling and re- 
ducing all to mathematical exactness, the field photog- 
rapher on the mound and the developer in the dark 
room, and the draftsmen diligently trying to keep up 
with the finds, though at present far in arrears, and 
the recorder busy describing everything found. And 
we must not forget the humble workers who sit day 
after day in the blazing hot sun of midsummer in 
Palestine brushing the hundreds of baskets of pottery 
brought in from the Tell that it may be sorted.» Then, 
when all else is done, men of the Staff rapidly examine 
the heaps and reserve all the valuable pieces. And I 
tell the story. 


Tet Bert Mirsim, PALESTINE. 
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Seeking the workingman’s ‘‘ paradise ’’ in the 
West, he finds the way to Heaven 








A Human Derelict Finds a Safe Harbor 


By William A. Corey 
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** Move on!’’ was the welcome he got in every town, and the police backed up their suggestion with their night- 


sticks. He heard that Los Angeles was an El D 


jorado for workingmen, so he took a desperate, grueling ride on 


the brake-beams of a westbound freight. Mr. Corey tells what the ‘‘ down-and-outer.’’ found at the end of his 
ride, in this fifth of the *‘ Little Stories of a Great Salvation,’’ which will continue in an early issue. 


California coast, and a coastwise schooner, re- 

ported lost, had come “limping in,” as a San 
Francisco newspaperman wrote. She was badly crip- 
pled, decks awash, engirfes damaged, boilers leaking, 
smokestacks out of plumb, rigging torn by the gales; 
yet, long overdue, she came “limping in” to the har- 
bor. She passed the old brick fort out at the Golden 
Gate on her right and the white breakers pounding 
against the Marin cliffs on her left. She came “limp- 
ing in.” Battered and buffeted, and with all that was 
left of her exhausted crew, she came limping on down 
the bay; past the guns of the Presidio, past the islands 
— Tiburon, Angel, Alcatraz—; past Nob and Tele- 
graph hills, and slowly on down to her landing slip. 

Home! Safe in the harbor’s sheltering arms! Ready 
for dry dock and repairs! Home! How beautiful 
the green hills and the sparkling bay! How sweet 
the sense of security and peace! s 

One night in 1920 a slouching, youthful figure slip- 
ped out of a dark side street near the Plaza in Los 
Angeles. and started down Main Street. He was 
“limping in” toward the harbor, although he had no 
idea of it. He knew of no harbor and much less that 
he needed one. For there are human derelicts, even 
as there are derelicts of the tossing waves. 

But let us go back to the beginning of this story; 
back to the beginning of this voyage so storm-tossed 
and threatened with disaster. ee 

The family were Irish, and they lived within a few 
blocks of the East River, in New York City. Being 
Irish the father should have been a policeman. But 
he wasn’t, he was a plasterer. Also he drank. Also 
the family were Catholics. The children never saw 
a Bible, and they were taken to church but twice a 
year — Easter and Christmas. 

They were very poor. In summer, when the head 
of the house had work, they divided the weekly pay 
check with the saloon keeper and managed to live. 
In winter, when the snows came and the east wind 
blew in through the broken window panes, and work 
was scarce there was no pay check to divide with the 
bar keep. The bar keep had other resources, but the 
plasterer’s family, at such times, had to live on doles 
from the back doors of restaurants, and such like 
pickings. 

As-the children grew up John, the eldest son, took 


"T cater had been a terrible storm along the upper 





up with bad company and began staying out nights. 
Finally he was called to the carpet and told that his 
late hours and the uncertainty of his whereabouts were 
giving his parents nervous prostration, and that he 
see either change his ways or change his boarding 
ouse, 

He did the latter. He was sixteen and he knew 
more than Solomon. So he began living by hook 
or by crook; mostly by crook. He began with petty 
crime, then graduated to more serious crime. He 
left “Yorkville” and started out to see the world 
through his own eyes. 

In New Jersey he fell in with a bunch of anarchists 
and I. W. W.’s. He drank in their doctrines like 
a fish. He began to hate everybody and everything 
he could see, hear of, or remember. He hated God, 
he hated his own parents, he hated the cops, he hated 
himself. He was clubbed by the “bulls” and driven 
from town to tewn. He got into jail again and again, 
but always managed to get out. 

Finally, in Chicago, he heard somehow that Los 
Angeles was the workingman’s paradise and he de- 
cided to go out there and get his share. He wasn’t 
a regular workingman, but that was neither here 
nor there. 

He started for the more or less Golden West as a 
brake-beam tourist. He knew all the tricks, but it 
was a hard journey. He had never traveled so far 
that way before. The wear and tear were terrific. 
There were long distances between stops that nearly 
broke his nerve. Often he was thirsty, always he was 
hungry. In places the heat nearly crazed him. In 
other places the cold numbed his aching muscles. The 
way to paradise was beset with trials. He had to 
“change cars” often, and in ways not set down in the 
guidebooks. 

The last long ride from Needles across the deserts 
of San Bernardino County, California, and up over 
Cajon Pass is still a nightmare of memory. He was 
weak from suffering and lack of food. 

The long freight train roared on through the night, 
mile after mile, mile after mile. The shriek of the 
car wheels on the steel rails was like the screaming 
of lost souls. The cold night wind whistled in his 
ears and tore at his hair and ragged garments. Death, 
like a gaunt gray wolf, raced with him, hoping every 
moment he would fall from his perch on the rods. 
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Death, the implacable pursuer, caught up handfuls of 
coarse gravel and. sand from the readbed and threw 
them at him, :cutting his face and stitfened knuckles 
until they bled. Death, the adroit reasoner, told him 
he never would make the grade and advised him to 
let go his hold and drop to a quick passing out. Death 
whispered to him, telling him to go to sleep — sleep 
would be oh, so sweet! 

But he held doggedly on, hour after hour, hour after 
hour. Little desert towns flashed past in the night; 
gray oceans of sage and forests of joshua trees floated 
past; coyotes raised their desolate cry in the lonely 
night, and the .white sand hills slipped by like sheeted 
ghosts. 

At lust the train puffed and snorted up and over 
Cajon Pass and at San Bernardino he got a little 
respite. Then Los Angeles and “paradise”! But thig 
paradise had a stinger in it. The L. A. police were 
on the lookout for just such tourists from the East 
as this one. Let him tell it in his-own words: 

“I was without funds, but that-did not worry me, 
I knew several ways by which to recoup my fallen 
fortunes, and so I very soon managed to shift a beef- 
steak and two cups of coffee from the outside inside, 
I felt better. I was young and used to roughing :it. 
I began to believe that the climate here was really 
going to agree with me. 

“But my joy was short-lived. I was soon stopped 
by two harness bulls and told that my room was more 
desirable than my company, and to try some other 
town. They gave me the usual twenty-four hours in 
which to think it over and comply. 

“I theught it over, but did not comply. I thought 
an Eastern guy could outwit these Western cops; so 
I stayed. I wasn’t through with paradise, though 
paradise seemed to be through with me. The police 
kept their word. They caught me and threw me into 
the old East Side jail where I disagreed with my 
cellmate in an argument over the best way to run 
the government, and we came to blows, and I slipped 
on the wet cement floor and broke my left arm. 

“I was taken to the jail ward in the County Hos- 
pital from whence, after three weeks, I was dis- 
charged, with my arm still paining me and in a sling; 
penniless, friendless, dirty, ragged, hating myself, and 
everybody else. ~ 

“I reached the ‘stem’ [Main Street] and started 
down it, intending to pick up the price of a meal and 
a flop, I didn’t care much how. 

“I was clothed in a greasy old cap I had picked up 
in Chicago, a coat I had stolen in Kokomo, Indiana, a 
vest that had known better days in Wisconsin, trousers 
that I had rescued from a garbage can in Topeka, 
Kansas, and an old pair of brogans of unrecorded his- 
tory. Wearing this interesting ensemble I ambled 
down Main Street with the one and sole ambition to 
get hold of something that would separate my vest 
front from my backbone. 

“I walked into the open door of 145 North Main 
Street, known far and wide as the Union Rescue 
Mission. To me it was a strange place. Except for 
the vague idea that all Christians were out to help 
the capitalist class to exploit the poor workingman, I 
had little idea what it was all about. 

“To make my story short I stayed through the meet- 
ing, and when the altar call came I went forward, 
knelt with the rest and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ 
as my personal Saviour. Unutterable joy filled my 
soul. It was the paradise I had risked my neck and 
had tome three thousand miles to find, though I might 
have found it as well where my journey began. 

“That was more than ten years ago. For over nine 
years I have worked for a large corporation here in 
Los Angeles, I have a sweet Christian wife and three 
fine children. -I own my home, have a car, a radio, 
a telephone, books, pictures, and everything from a 
material standpoint that I need. But above all I have 
the peace and joy that can come only from the Lord 
Jesus Christ whom to know is life everlasting.” 

Few people who have lived in Los Angeles any 
length of time, and who attend gatherings of Chris- 
tians but have heard the above ringing testimony from 
“Johnnie” Carroll. Sometimes the fine, clear voice 
carries the message to great audiences; sometimes to 
smaller groups. But always it carries the ring of 
sincerity, always it comes from the heart. 

“Johnnie” Carroll is a trained singer of Gospel songs, 
as also is his wife who often sings with him. Carroll 
is a soul winner. He has led hundreds to his Master. 
He is a deep student of God’s Word and conducts 
weekly Bible studies. 

The smooth green lawn of the Carrolls’ happy home 
looks out toward the eastern hills in his section. of 
the city. And through their faith in the blood that 
saves from sin they look beyond those earthly hills to 
the “many mansions” and the “place prepared.” 

Does it pay to serve God? Does it pay in this life? 
Is the alchemy of faith, that can transform a ragged 
criminal and tramp—a menace to society — into ‘an 
honest and honorable citizen and home builder, a thing 
of man’s invention and device? Or is it a supernatural 
thing ; a something that man can neither give nor take 
away? I put it up to you, my unbelieving reader! 
(To be continued) 
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LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 18. THE REPORTS OF THE SPIES 


International Uniform Lesson.—Numbers 13:1 to 14: 45 
Golden Text.— The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid ?--Psa. 27 : 16 


er 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is 13 : 1-3, 25-33 


KinG JAMES VERSION 

13:1 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, 

ing, 
ver Send thou men, that they may search 
the land of Canaan, which I give unto 
the children of Israel: of every tribe of 
their fathers shall ye send a man, every 
one a ruler among them. 

3 And Moses by the commandment of 
the Lorp sent them from the wilderness 
of Paran: all those men were heads of 
the children of Israel. 

2s And they returned from searching 
of the land after forty days. 

26 And they went and came to Moses, 
and to Aaron, and to all the congregation 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


13:1 And Jehovah spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Send thou men, that they may 
spy out the land of Canaan, which I give 
unto the children of Israel: of every 
tribe of their fathers shall ye send a 
man, every one a prince among them. 
3 And Moses sent them from the wil- 
derness of Paran according to the com- 
mandment of Jehovah: all of them men 
who were heads of the children of Israel. 


25 And they returned from spying out 
the land at the end of forty days. 26 
And they went and came to Moses, and 
to Aaron, and to all the congregation of 
the children of Israel, unto the wilder- 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


walled, and very great: and moreover 
we saw the children of Anak there. 


29 The Amalekites dwell in the land 
of the south: and the Hittites, and the 
Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the 
mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by 
the sea, and by the coast of Jordan. 

30 And Caleb stilled the people be- 
fore Moses, and said, Lét us go up at 
once, and possess it; for we are well able 
to overcome it. 

31 But the men that went up with him 
said, We be not able to go up against 
the people; for they are stronger than 
we. 


32 And they brought up an evil report 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
there. 29 Amalek dwelleth in the land 
of the South; and the Hittite, and the 
Jebusite, and the Amorite, dwell in the 
hill-country; and the Canaanite dwelleth 
by the sea, and along by the side of the 
Jordan. 

30 And Caleb stilled the people be- 
fore Moses, and said, Let us go up at 
once, and possess it; for we are well 
able to overcome it. 31 But the men 
that went up with him said, We are not 
able to go up against the people; for 
they are stronger than we. 32 And they 
brought up an evil report of the land 
which they had spied out unto the chil- 





hildren of Israel, unto the wil- ness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought 

yn 2 Peter, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the 
back word unto them, and unto all the congregation, and showed them the fruit 
27 And they told him, and 
: . said, We came ante, the ine — 
27 And they told him, and said, We thou sentest us; and surely it flowet 
the land whither thou sentest with milk and honey; and this is the 

sa baa -oeaen Wea 28 Howbeit the people that 
honey; and this is the fruit of it. dwell in o een. — strong, = or 
Jevertheless th le be strong cities are forti , @nd very great: an 
Oe ie ery : saw the children of Anak 


congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land. 
of the land. 


us, and surely it floweth with milk and fruit of it, 


that dwell in the land, and the cities gre moreover we 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


SRAEL’S amazing sin and folly and failure, and 
] God’s amazing grace and mercy and triumph, are 
the companion pictures that we see in all the story 
from Egypt to Canaan. One of the world’s greatest 
monuments of unbelief was erected at Kadesh Barnea 
by a fearful nation led by ten faithless princes. Is it 
possible that this people, led by the divine cloud and 
the ark of the covenant, would turn back from the 
promised land through fear of the enemy, after all 
that their mighty God had done for them? But it was 
. possible for them to turn from Jehovah and worship 
the golden calf at Sinai. At every test they failed. 
But at every test, where sin abounded grace did much 
more abound (Rom. 5:20), And grace provided. in 
each case a faithful “remnant,” and grace led them 
to a repentance that opened the way to forgiveness and 
restoration. There was more than failure with Israel. 
There was Moses. And at Sinai Joshua was with 
Moses, at Kadesh, Joshua and Caleb. Why did not 
Moses and Caleb and Joshua fail? The answer is 
grace, which all rested on the work of that Greater 
Moses and Greater Joshua, the Christ who was the 
“Rock that followed them” (1 Cor. ro: 4). 
The Historical Setting 
Israel reached Kadesh Barnea and turned back from 
the Promised Land about eighteen months after. leav- 
_ ing Egypt. It. was the “time of the firstripe grapes” 
(Num. 13: 20), late July, or August, so that we may 
reckon that it was the sixth month when the spies 
returned after the forty days, and the year about 
1490 B.C. 


Verse by Verse 


Numbers 13: 2.—Send thou men. From Deuteronomy 
1:22 we learn. that the people first requested that 
men be sent to search out the land, a. request that 
sprang from unbeljef and fear, following Moses’ ring- 
= charge to go up and possess the land (Deut. 1: 
21). 

Verse 3.—From the wilderness of Paran. Extend- 
ing from Hazeroth, a few days’ march from Sinai 
(Num. 10: 12; 12:16), tothe southern parts of Ca- 
naan. 

Verse 25.—They returned . . after forty days. 
“Forty” is one of the numbers frequently used with 
symbolic significance, in connection with -testing or 
probation, and judgment, as in the 40 days of rain 
(Gen. 7:4), Moses’ 40 days in the mount (Exod. 24: 
18; 34:28), the 40 years in the wilderness, “yet 40 
days, and Ninevah shall be destroyed” (Jonah 3:4), 
our Lord’s 40 days’ temptation, the 40 days after his 
resurrection, 40 years between the crucifixion and the 
destruction of Jerusalem. 


Verse 26.—They went . .. to Kadesh. Called also 
Kadesh Barnea, to distinguish it from other places 
called Kadesh (Num. 32:8); the same as En-mishpat 


Sinveniolnemestereine ee meme cern eo 


< & % % 


(Gen. 14:7); identified as the region around the 
fountain “Ain Kadis,” about 77-miles south of Hebron 
and 50 miles south of Beersheba. 


Verse 27.—Surely it floweth with milk: and honey. 
The first report confirms the word of Jehovah con- 
cerning the land (Exod. 3:8; 33:3). 

Verse 28.—Nevertheless the people be strong. There 
is a sad “but” in their report, and the first statement 
was merely preliminary to the heart of their message 
of defeat. The cities are walled, and very great. 
Doubtless there were also many unwalled towns, but 
the main cities were “fenced with high walls, gates, 
and bars” (Deut. 3:5), an indication of the warlike 
and divided condition of the nations of Canaan (Josh. 
2:5, 15; 6:5; Neh. 3:3; 2 Sam. 18:24). Such cities 
were evidently a new sight to the Israelites. More- 
over we saw the children of Anak there. A climax 
of their causes of fear. Three sons of Anak are. 
named, as dwelling at Hebron (v. 22; Josh. 15: 13, 


14; Judg. 1:10, 20); but evidently these were the 


heads of tribes of the Anakim, who are eminent among 
the dreadful giants (Josh. 11: 21, 22; 14:12, 15; Deut. 
2:10, Ir). 

Verse 29—The Amalekites.: Descendants of Esau 
(Gen. 36: 12), dwelling in the region of Kadesh Barnea 


(Num. 14: 45) ; for centuries they were a thorn in the 


flesh of Israel; but why should God’s people fear them 
after the battle at Rephidim (Exod. 17: 8-16). The 
Hittites. Probably some smail tribes’ of the mighty 


Hittite empire that carried on contests with Egypt and 


Assyria from the sixteenth century B: C. till Sargon 
captured Carchemish about 717 B.C. Jebusites. 





Two Against Ten 
By Amos R. Wells 


WELVE keen explorers, walking through the 

land, saw the milk and honey rich on every 
hand; brought the grapes of Eshcol, a cluster borne 
by two; figs and pomegranates exquisite to view. 
Ten weak explorers, hardly found eyes for aught 
but the Anakim, men of monstrous size; saw the 
high-walled cities, saw the people strong, noted all 
the perils as they marched along. Two bold ex- 
plorers saw the land was fair; saw it was Jeho- 
vah’s land, blossoming and rare; saw it was a goodly 
land, prosperous and blest; meet to serve God’s 
people for their lasting rest. Ten weak explorers 
made a weak report: ‘* We can never win the land, 
fort ana fort and fort; we can never match the 
men, men of awful size; we are only grasshoppers 
in our own eyes.’” Caleb and Joshua made a brave 
report, spoke their manly message of a different 
sort: ** God and we are able; let us stoutly go; we 
can win the goodly land, overcome the foe.”’ 
Jeshua and Caleb of the host alone made that 
goodly country valiantly their own; while the ten 
who cowered before the Anakim perished in the 
wilderness gaunt and grim. 











of the land which they had searched unto dren of Israel, saying, The land, through 
the children of Israel, saying, The land, 
through which we have gone to search land that eateth up’ the inhabitants 
it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw 
thereof ; and all the people 
in it are men of great stature. ie 
33 And there we saw the giants, the Anak, who come of the Nephilim: and 
sons of Anak, which come of the giants: We were in our own sight as grasshop- 
and we were in our own. sight as grass- Pers, and so we were in their sight. 
hoppers, and so we were in their sight. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


which we have gone to spy it out, is a 


that we saw in it are men of great stature. 33 And 
there we saw the * Nephilim, the sons of 


1 Or, giants. 


Dwelling at Jebus, or Jerusalem,,and persisting there 
till the time of David and Solomon (2 Sam. 5:6, 7; 
1 Kings 9:20, 21). Amorites. Probably the most 
powerful of the hill tribes, used as a synonym for all 
Canaan (Josh. 7:7). Canaanites. The-others were 
Canaanites, in the broad sense of that term (Gen. 10: 
15-20), but here the term is used in a narrow sense 
of a dwelling in the lowlands (Gen. 15:21; Josh. 
©: 1). 

Verse 30.—Caleb stilled the people. Evidently a 
bitter and. passionate outcry arose when the people 
heard the report and saw their hopes of the promised 
land shattered. Let us go up at once, and possess it. 
Thus faith speaks; no compromise and no hesitation. 

Verse 31.—The men that went up with him. Except 
Joshua, the minister of Moses, who would be ex- 
pected to stand with his chief, and who lets Caleb 
take the lead in the minority report (Num. 14:6, 38). 

Verse. 32.—An evil report. Slandering a good land, 
and also evil because they were evil in bringing the 
faithless report. A land that eateth up the inhabitants 
thereof. ‘They look for the strongest expression to 
voice their exaggeration. ‘Some Jewish writers say 
there was a plague at that time, and if-so it was an 
indication that God was fighting for Israel, not an 
indication of the badness of the land. All the people 
. . . are men of a great stature. Another exaggera- 
tion; these giants filled the horizon for them. 

Verse 33-——The giants, the sons of Anak. See 
Special Topics. , 

The Heart of the Lesson 
Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 
And looks to God alone; 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
And cries, “It shall be done.” 

“We are well able,” said Caleb and Joshua, the sons 
of faith. “We are not able,” said the other spies, 
the sons of sight. And both of them were right in 
their estimate of themselves, for the two looked to 
God alone, and the ten looked to self.. When our ex- 
pectation is from him (Psa. 62:5), then we expect 
the impossible, for he “only doeth wondrous things” 


(Psa. 72:18). “With God all things are possible” , 


{ 


(Mark 10:27), and “all things are possible to him 
that believeth” (Mark 9:23). Israel thought they 
could not enter in because of the giants, but the Holy 
Spirit records the truth that “they could not enter 
in because of unbelief’ (Heb. 3:19): This is still 
the besetting sin of Christians. We say we believe, 
but our worry, fear, defeat, and powerlessness in serv- 
ice prove that we belong to the ten, who walked by 
sight, not to the two, who walked by faith. Let us 
gO up at once and possess the Land; let us enter into 
“rest” (Heb. 3:18; 4:11), into victory and the en- 
joyment of all that God has set before us, turning from 
our unbelief. “Behold, I have begun to give: ... 
begin to possess” (Deut.’ 2:31). 


A Lesson Outline 


1. The spies of faithless fear, and the spies of tri- 
umphant trust. * 


2. The Land of glorious fruit, and of dreadful giants. 
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Lesson for September 18 


3. The God of pardoning gracé, and of faithful judg- 
ment, 

4. The repentant rebels forgiven but losing the bless- 
ing, and the faithful witnesses winning God’s present 
blessing and future reward, 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Joshua. Study Joshua, successor of Moses — hard- 
est task ever committed to mortal man (Exod. 17: 8- 
16; 24:13; 32:17, 18; 33:11; Num. 13:8; 14:6-9; 
27: 18-23; Deut. 1:38; 31:14, 23; the Book of 
Joshua). His old name “Hoshea,” meaning help or 
deliverance or salvation, was changed to “Jehoshua” or 
“Joshua” (adding the’ Name of God), meaning “Jeho- 
vah is ‘the Saviour.” The Greek form is “Jesus,” and 
Joshua is a type of the Saviour who really gives com- 
plete conquest over the enemy. 


‘Caleb. The stand of this “whole-hearted” hero in 
fully following Jehovah (Num. 32:12) is the more 
remarkable because his father Jephunneh was a 
Kenizzite, one of the tribes, of Canaan in Abraham’s 
day: (Gen. 15:19). Study his career from this first 
triumph of faith, when he was forty (Josh. 14:7) to 
its fruition in the conquest of Hebron and the leader- 
ship of the tribe of Judah (Num. 34:19; Josh. 14:6 
15; 15: 13-20). 

The Giants. The Hebrew word for “giants” in this 
passage is “Nephilim,” the words used in the Revised 
Version, and it first. occurs in Genesis 6:4. It indi- 
cates not only men of great stature but men of great 
violence. The Scripture accounts of these men indi- 
cate that the traditions of ‘other nations as to giants, 
and the fables that arose concerning them, have a 
basis in fact. The expression “also after that” in 
Genesis 6:4 has led many. students to regard these 
giants as the offspring of the union of the “sons of 
God” and the “daughters of men,” resulting in the 
corrupting of the seed of the Canaanites. In any case, 
the narrative in Deuteronomy concerning the various 
tribes of these Nephilim is yery significant; all the 
places where they had been exterminated were to be 
saved by- Israel; and the places where. the giants’ still 
were must be utterly destroyed: (Deut. 2: 8-12; 19: 23, 


24-373 321-42). 


Lsrael’s- Three Sins. Temptation is threefold, and 


. when yielded to results in the-sins of lust, covetousness 


(idolatry) and pride (unbelief). These were the 
three sins of. Israel, as Moses points out in Deuter- 
onomy 8:3; 6:13; 6:16. These were the three pas- 
sages quoted by our Lord in meeting Satan’s three 
temptations. The forty years in the wilderness are 
called the “day of trial” or temptation, and are paral- 
leled by our Lord’s forty days in the wilderness, when 
he met the same temptations and conquered for us. 
Study also in this connection Hebrews 3 and 4, and 
First Corinthians ro. 

Other, Special Topics. The geography and the races 
of Canaan. God’s sovereign control in working out 
Israel’s sin for good. God’s justice in dispossessing 
the wicked Canaanites. The wilderness wanderings 
(Num. 15 to 19; 33: 19-37). 

Theme and Outline of Numbers 


“Numbers” is the translation of the Greek title 
given the book by the Septuagint translators. The 
Hebrew title is, “In the Wilderness,” a much more 
accurate view of the contents, for only 4 out of 36 
chapters are given to the two numberings. Note also 
that only 5 chapters are occupied with the years. of 
wanderings (15 to 19). The Journey to Canaan and 
the Wilderness Wanderings may be given as the theme. 
The murmurings and the wanderings were not a neces- 
sary part of the journey. Numbers 10:29 may be 
taken as a key verse. 


A. At S1nAt— PREPARING For Marcu 


TOMA Gb ie co chit osisccesee I: to 10:10 
1. Numbering and Organizing the 
DOWNS = oe cers 50400460 te cceene. ELE Oe 42 
2. Laws: Sanctifying the People .. 4:1 to 6:27 
3. Final Preparations for the March. 7:1 to 10: 10 
B. From Sinat TO CANAAN —THE 
WILDERNESS JOURNEY ......... 10: 11 to 36:13 
1. From Sinai to Borders of Ca- 
naan ...... Eels gs +0. Me ONe 10: 11 to 12: 16 
2. The Spies and the Turning Back. 13 and 14 
3. The Wanderings: *37%4 years.... 15 to 19 
4. Return to Canaan’s Borders ..... 20 to 36 
(1) Final Wilderness Wander- 
Dt Pee x 3° 9 TT Aao es SR Or 20:1 to 22:1 
(2) In Plains of Moab: Before 
se See See ae 22 to 36 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Believe God for salvation! There were just two 
clear-cut classes among the spies. So there are two 
classes in the matter of salvation. What are they? 
(John 3:36). Those who believe have eternal life. 
Have you thanked God for it? 

Believe God for victory! The Promised Land is a 
type of Heaven and of future glory, and is also a type 
of the Spirit-filled life in which we have a foretaste 
of Heaven. In the matter of entering into rest (Heb. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may. be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


9. August 28.—Gifts for Building the Tabernacle. 
Exodus 35:4 to 36:7 
10. September 4.—Evils of Intemperance ............ Isaiah 5 
11. September 11.—Israel Journeying toward Canaan, 
Numbers 10 : 11-36 
12. September 18—The Reports of the Spies. 
Numbers 13:1 to 14: 45 
13. September 25.—Review: Moses Honored in His Death. 
Deuteronomy 32 : 48-52; 34: 5-8 
Fourth Quarter 
Christian’s Devotional Life. 
119 : 9-16; Daniel 6 :.10; 
Matthew 6: 5-15; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
. October 9.—The Christian in the Family. 
Genesis 50 : 17-21; Luke 2: 40-52; 10 : 38-42 
3. October 16.—The Home and the Coming Generation. 
Genesis 18: 17-19; Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 1 Samuel 
1 : 24-28; Mark 10 : 13-16; 2 Timothy 1 : 3-6 
4. October 23.—Problems of the Modern Home. 
Joshua 24:14, 15; Mark 10:2-12; Ephesians 6: 1-9 
5. October 30.—The Christian and Law Observance. 
(World’s Temperance Sunday) ....Proverbs 23: 
29-35; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Corinthians 9 : 19-27; 
Galatians 6:1-10; 1 Peter 2: 11-17. 
6..November 6.—The Christian and World Peace. 
Psalms 22:27, 28; 67:1-7; 72:8-19; Isaiah 2: 
1-4; Matthew 28: 16:20; Ephesians 2: 13-19 
7. November 13.—Making a Living. Deuteronomy 24: 
14, 15; Amos 5: 6-15; Mark 6:3; Luke 12: 13-21; 
19: 1-26; 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13; 1 Timothy 6 : 6-16 


. October 2.—The 
Psalms I : 1-6; 


N 








4:11) there ate two distinct classes of Christians, 
those who are believing and those who are not be- 
lieving. Are you believing this moment that. the Lord 
Jesus, our great Joshua, is conquering all our foes for 
us? Or are you only saying you believe it? To be- 
lieve is to have victory (1 John-5: 4). 


Believe God for miracles of answered prayer! In 
praying for the salvation of loved ones, and in pray- 
ing against great enemies in the way, Christians 
usually walk by sight, thanking God when they see 
the answer. Faith thanks God before the answer 
comes, on the assurance that it will come. 

Believe God for missionary advance! Many mis- 
sion boards are saying, “We are not able,” while 
others are pressing forward in faith and saying, “We 
are well able.” ‘God’s order is to go .up and possess 
the unreached mission fields of the world. 

Believe God in chastisement, Israel was forgiven, 
but God had to discipline them. They rebelled, mstead 
of. meekly bearing God’s punishment. The suffering 
of Christians is not necessarily the result of disobedi- 
ence, but it is God’s loving child-training, and is to be 
endured with thanksgiving. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

What are walled cities to our God? Jericho is the 
answer: Let us not delay Jericho victories forty years. 

God has given us a report concerning his Son; let 
us receive it with full faith. 

When God opens a door, there are many adversaries, 
but it is always a great and effectual door, and defeat 
awaits those adversaries (1 Cor. 16:9). 

The ten spies had their “nevertheless” in the wrong 
place; the giants are there, nevertheless ‘we thank God 
who always leads in triumph in Christ (2 Cor. 2: 14). 

Israel rejected God’s word about Canaan, and ac- 
cepted man’s report: sight believes what man says; 
faith believes what God says. 

Faith requires no other evidence that God’s Word 
is true than the overwhelming evidence of God’s Word. 

God’s free pardon ever waits upon Christ’s inter- 
cession and our repentance (Num. 14: 19, 20). 

Six times is our Lord’s saying recorded that he who 
would save his life shall lose it, —lose the very thing 
that he seeks to save. 

To turn back is more dangerous and more costly 
than to go forward. 

We may not reach Christ’s sinlessness here, but we 
may fully follow him as Caleb did. 

Cotumaia, S. C. i 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Family Tree.—All those men were heads of 
the children of Israel (Num. 13:3). Then follow 
the names of “those men” carefully preserved in the 
records: of the nation—in the souse (“cold feet”) 
department, as it were! One day Mrs. Ridgway and 
I were in Washington, D. C., staying at the Hotel 
Washington. There came to this hotel and the New 
Willard next door the convention of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. Every “daughter” who 
belongs to this very desirable society must have come 
from an ancestor who served in that war, and have 
a “clear line” and “be somebody.” ‘The 1776 forbear 
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may have been only a mule driver or a turnip parer, 
or even a “cold feeter,” .but that doesn’t prevent the 
woman from being a D, A. Yes, just as the de- 
scendants of the “Mayflower” cabin boy and the “Wel- 
come” dish washer, head Boston and Philadelphia 
aristocracy! But here’s something, girls — Listen 
wunst, as they say in Berks County. In all that great 
company of lovely and high-toned ladies that filled 
the lobbies of Washington’s two fine hotels, we did 
not see one smoking. No, not one. If they smoked 
at all, they did it in their rooms. The Jews have 
always made a great account of genealogies, and it 
is a fine thing to do, even though this bunch of spies, 
with the exception of Joshua and Caleb, were not 
much to be proud of, and mighty poor stuff for heroes. 
Certainly not “Heroes of Faith.” But, really, I have 
never thought their holding back was so very much 
against them— How would you have voted had you 
been there? It took nerve to spy into a new coun- 
try, and these men were not the exceptional unafraid 
men. They had just come out of a grinding slavery. 
This brave sort then, even as now, do not come in 
plentiful numbers. The Joshuas and Calebs are the 
rarities. Men who implicitly believe in both God and 
themselves, 


The Neverthelessers.—The land ... surely it flow- 
eth with milk and honey... . Nevertheless —(vs. 27, 28). 
Judging from what Dr. Kyle and the other diggers 
are revealing, and the results the Jewish colonists in 
Palestine are now getting from the soil, under the 
Canaanites and their industry, the Promised Land 
must indeed have been a second California. Just put 
the water to the soil and the land begins to flow with 
milk and honey. Alfalfa and Red Clover, plus such 
flowers as you never have seen. How do you know 
those smart old Canaanites didn’t have rich grasses 
and sugar-laden blossoms! That land is full of sugar. 
A Zionist leader over there said, “Mr. Ridgway, you 
have never tasted an orange until you taste one of 
ours grown on Palestine soil” (Isa, 7:15; Ezek. 27: 
17). As I write I am on a Canadian Pacific train on 
my way to Winnipeg. We pass miles and miles of 
wheat fields as far as eye can see. It is the begin- 
ning of harvest up here. All the towns at which we 
stop are comfortable and prosperous.. The Author of 
the Scripture would probably describe these broad 
acres with their pretty towns as a land flowing with 
milk and-honey. Yet, we see no pasture fields and few 
flowers. In fact, all the evidence of milk and honey 
is in the diner on ahead, but don’t say a word about 
bread, miles of it waving in the breeze like a golden 
ocean. I am trying to say God had the table all spread 
for his Chosen People. All they had to do was, as 
they say out here in the countryside, “Now, folks, 
fall to and help yourself,” or as the camp cook yells 
as he blows his horn, “Come an’ git it!” Here is 
the point I want you fellows to get: God has a land 
of milk and honey for you. He says, “Come!” Do 
you have trust enough in God to. “come”? You haye 
come from the small place, from the home of the 
daily “manna.” God probably has had you in train- 
ing for taking your Promised Land. Now what are 
you going to do, get “skeered” and see “giants” and 
“walled cities” and lose out because you are one of 
the great company of Neverthelessers? 


The College.—Caleb stilled the people... and said, 
Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well 
able to overcome it (v. 30). Just imagine some Tous- 
saint Louverture bringing his dark -people across - the 
bottom of the sea to Key West and up through the 
sands of Florida to possess this Milk and Honey 
U. S. A. You will then have a sort of picture of the 
wonderful faith of Caleb in the promise of God. Who 
was Toussaint Louverture, do you ask? He was the 
West Indian Negro patriot who is the blackest spot 
on Napoleon Bonaparte’s fame. He led the black 
troops of Santo Domingo and abolished slavery. 
Charles Sumner wrote of him, and one of Wendell 
Phillips’ greatest orations has him for its subject. 
Bonaparte did him to death in a dungeon in 1803. 
Phillips’ closing peroration is “The Muse of History 
dipping her pen in the clear sunlight shall write in 
the high heavens above them all- the’ tame of,” etc. 
The Spirit of Revelation, it seems to me, has dipped 
his pen im the sunlight and written in the high heaven 
of Bible history the name of Caleb, the stout-hearted. 
No, Caleb did not lead the Children of Israel into the 
Promised Land. As Browning says in his “Saul,” 
“’Tis not what man does that makes him great, but 
what man would do.” Years afterward when he was 
an old fellow Caleb was given a chance to show what 
he could do alone, with God’s help (Josh. 14: 10-13). 
Apparently the people were ready to listen to Caleb, 
but the majority report was too much for ever Caleb’s 
eloquence. The Egyptian slavery had squeezed all 
the spunk out of them, and the only thing left for God 
to do with them was to put them in school for a little 
education, and so off they went to Kadesh Barnea 
College for a forty-year course. Maybe that is where 
God has you, and for the same reason. As soon as 
you pass your exams in Obedience and Stout Heart 
you will graduate into your Promised Land —if you 
get what I mean. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Golden Text in Song | 





Psalm 27: 16 






































be 











fraid? Of whom shall I be 





a - fraid? 














Copyright, 1932, by Robert Harkness. International copyright secured. 


Times readers will be interested to know that Mr. Harkness is planning to publish in the 


near future a new monthly sacred music magazine, ‘ The Sa 
tion prices are $2 a year in the United States and $3 in foreign countries. 


cred Musician.'’ The subscrip- 


For further details 


and subscription blanks write to Robert Harkness, Box 204, South Pasadena, Cal. 








Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatEeERIALS: Two boys and a field 
glass. 


. = play a little game. John is 
going to look down the street and 
tell me what he sees. (Let John do so.) 

Now Frank is going to stand on the 
very same spot, and look through this 
glass, and tell me what he sees down the 
street. (Frank does this.) 

What makes the difference? They 
' stood on the same spot. They both have 
good eyes. The field glass. 

In our lesson, a strange:thing happened. 
Twelve men went out to look over the 
land of Canaan. They all saw the won- 
derful fruit of the land. They all saw 
the giants in the land. That is, all ten 
of them saw. 

But two of them saw God, mightier 
than the giants. These two had a spir- 
itual field glass. They saw all that the 
other spies saw, and more. Their field 
glass was faith. 

Have you one? Today are you seeing 
only discouraging world conditions, the 
much-discussed depression and crime sit- 
uation, or are you seeing beyond these, 
God standing in the shadow, making the 
wrath of man to praise him, caring for 
his own, until Christ comes? 


Monesto, CAL. 











w 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions 

is an unusual one, and accounts for their 

variety, stimulus, and searching charac- 

ter. They are written by several mem- 
e 


bers of The Sunday School Times staff, — 
Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, 
and an Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. 


Lane. Have you tried assigning some of 

the questions to different members of your 

-elass, letting them see whether they can 

discover the answers as given on a later 
page of this issue? 


AS it fair or right for Israel to go 
into Canaan and to take possession of 
a land belonging to others? 


2. Was it wrong for Moses to send spies 
to spy the land when God had told them 
all about it? If so, why did God command 
it? 

3. What clear word of God should have 
given the Israelites courage to go forward 
at Kadesh Barnea, instead of turning back 
into the wilderness ? 


4. What two verses in the fourteenth 


chapter of Numbers reveal the striking con- | 
trast between man’s fears and God's unfail- | 


ing goodness ? 


5. What were God's reasons for sparing 
Caleb and Joshua to enter the promised 
land? Quote his own words to that effect. 
6. Why did God change his mind after 
threatening to destroy Israel? 
7. Why did God punish his people after 
fergiving them? - 
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8. What splendid example of faith and 
courage, about four hundred years after the 
incidents of this lesson, was given by a 
descendant of Caleb when threatened by one 
of the descendants of these same Anakim? 

9. What other “Joshuas” appear in the 
Scriptures, besides this son of Nun? 

10. Where are the Anakim today ? 





The Lesson Questions Answered 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


w 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this «<lepartment; one dollar 

is paid for each illustration accepted, 
and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The fufl list of lessons for the 
year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten 
cents in stamps. Failure to note the condi- 
tions means that good illustrations are con- 
stantly having to be rejected by the editors, 
which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the son text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than 
Golden Text are specially desired, 
some on the Golden Text are also 

Optimist and Pessimist.—Let us go up 
at once, and possess it. ... We be not 
abie to go up against the people (Num. 
13:30, 31). Mr. Chesterton, in one of 
his essays, has quoted from the blunder 
of a school girl’ what is perhaps the best 
definition of the terms “optimist” and “pes- 
simist.” “An optimist,” said the girl, “is 
a man who takes care of the eyes, and a 
pessimist is a man who takes care of the 
feet.” Exactly. The pessimist is con- 
cerned with the obstacles in the path 
about our feet; the optimist has eyes to 
see the plan of the journey and the goal 
at ‘the end. The pessimist may have 
anxious prudence; the optimist has vision. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Why Fundamentalists Feel Deeply.— 
The Lord is the strength of my life 
(Golden Text). Walter Lippmann, the 
newspaperman, in concluding his imagin- 
ary dialogue between a Modernist and a 
Fundamentalist, makes the Modernist ask 
that the question be discussed without 
heat. But the Fundamentalist says, “Has 
it ever occurred to you that this advice 
is easier for you to follow than for me?” 
“How so?” asks the Modernist. “Because 
for me an eternal plan of salvation is at 
stake. For you there is nothing at stake 
but a few tentative opinions, none of 
which means anything to your happiness. 
Your request that I should be tolerant 
and amiable is, therefore, a suggestion 
that I submit the foundation of my life 
to the destructive efforts of your skep- 


the 
though 
needed. 





ticism, your indifference, and your good. 


nature. You ask me to smile and to com- 
mit suicide.”—From Heart and Life Mag- 
a3 Sent by C. Leslie Smith, Sherman, 


Three Inches of Macadam.—The Lord 
is the strength of my life (Golden Text). 
A snowdrop thrust itself through three 
inches of macadam. How was that? It 
did not believe in environment. And if 
when God puts this power into the bulb 
it can thrust itself through three’ inches 
of macadam and look at the blue sky, 
do you think God will surround you with 
difficulties that will shut you out from 
the higher world and higher life of fruit- 
bearing ?—From Dr. W. L. Watkinson. 
7 by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, 
ing. 

“We.” —The Lord is the strength of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid? (Golden 
Text.) A flea and an elephant walked 
side by side over a little bridge. Said 
the flea to the elephant, after they had 
crossed it: “Boy, we sure did shake that 
thing !”"—From The Furrow. Sent by J. 
A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


What Struck Him Most.—The Lord is 
the strength of my life; of whom shall 
I be afraid? (Golden Text.) A young 
soldier was back from service in South 
Africa, and a lady was endeavoring to 
persuade him to tell of his experiences. 
Tommy, who was Irish, tried to get out 
of it by saying that nothing had ever hap- 
pened to him; but the lady was persistent. 
“Something must have happened,” she de- 
clared. “Now tell me in all your experi- 
ences in South Africa, what was it that 
struck you most?” “Well, ma’am,” said 
Tommy, after some thought, “th’ thing 
that shtruck me most was th’ number of 
bullets that missed me.” So we may be 
struck most by the number of dangers 
that have threatened us, only to be di- 
verted by God’s protecting hand.— Source 
not known. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


“Twisted Together.”’—T he Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid? (Golden Text.) Our word 
strength comes from a word signifying 
twisted together. “The Lord is the 
strength of my life,’ “God is the 
strength of my soul.” Then my life is 
twisted together with the Lord. 
and my soul are two strands twisted 
together. One may have no strength at all, 
but while twisted together with one that is 
infinite, the weakest shall not fail. Then 





SEPTEMBER’3; 1932 


with what confidence we. may say, “The 
Lord is the strength-of my salvation.”— 
From G. B. F. Hallock, D.D. Sent by 
H. J. Roberts, D.D., Goleta, Cal. 


w 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how often thou hast endeavored to lead us 
into new blessings, and we have been afraidt 
We thank thee that thou hast. supplied cour- 
age in place of cowardice, and that in thy 
providence thou hast planned for us far 
better than we can imagine. As thou didst 
deal with thy people of old, so thow hast 
dealt with us, leading us through many. ex- 
periences into the blessings that thou hast 
prepared for us even in spite of our disobedi- 
ence. We thank thee for the patience: ‘with 
which thou- hast led us, and that thou- hast 
not dealt .with us after ‘our sins, nor. re- 
warded us according’ to our iniquities.. Help 
us to be mindful of thy goodness, and to 
move forward bravely when thou dost open 
new opportunities, new ways into the fulfill- 
ing of thy purposes. We ask this in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.— We have a wonder- 
ful Golden Text today, just suited to the 
lesson and to our needs. Shall we repeat 
it together, “The Lord is the strength of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” If 
you really believe the first part of that 
verse there ought not to be any trouble 
about acting in the light of the second 





OURAGE 
W ARDICE 


WHICH ? 


. oe 
part of it. Ihdeed, why should we be 
afraid of anyone if the Lord’ is the 
strength of our life? If he calls us to 
any duty he goes before tis and prepares 
the way. We may think that there are 
obstacles in the way that cannot be over- 
come. They may look very, very big to 
us. But they will not look so large if we 
remember who it is that is going with 
us to meet them. Looking ahead is a 
good thing to do, but it doesn’t help very 
much if we let the difficulties that we see 
hinder us from doing what God is call- 
ing us to do. Many of us are like the 
scouts in this lesson who were afraid 
because they saw the giants, and were 
forgetting God’s power. What a wonder- 
ful thing it would be for the Lord’s cause 
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Lesson for September 18 


if more of us would remember his guid- 
ance, his power, his strength, instead of 
thinking so much about the hindrances 


in the way! Let us trust and obey! Let 
us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Object: .. Fearless -following. 

1. Spying out the land. 

2. Looking at difficulties or at God? 


3. “What time I am afraid, I will trust 
in thee.”’ 


T LAST the children of Israet,: led 

by: God’s: cloud, had gotten safely ‘to 
the borders of the promised land of, Ca- 
naan, and God told Moses to send twelve 
men—one out of each tribe—to spy 
out the land. So Moses chose one from 
each tribe. Let us read what he told 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE REPORTS § THE SPIES 





‘| French Commander. 
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them to do (Num. 13:17-20). What 
adventures they must have had! They 
were in the land of giants. How long 
were they there? Shall: we turn again 
to our lesson and see? (Num. 13: 2I- 
25. 
oo thrilling their return must have 
been. And how excited the people must 
have been when they saw that wonder- 
ful, big bunch of grapes and the other 
lovely fruits, for they had‘no such fruits 
in the wilderness. (Tell ‘the story sim- 
ply in your own words. There were two 
reports given. ' The ten spies gave one, 
and Caleb ahd Joshua gave the other: 
The difference between them was— 
Caleb and Joshua lost sight of the diffi- 
éulties because they were looking at God, 
whereas the ten lost sight of God because 
they were looking. at the difficulties.) | 

They all agreed it was a good land just 
as God had promised.. God always keeps 
his word and all his promises come true. 
But, what was it the ten spies said? 
“We. saw’ the giants’. . . and we were 
in our own sight as grasshoppers.” But 
listen to brave Caleb, ““Let fs go up at 
once, and possess it; for we are well able 
to overcome it.” 

In the days when there was war be- 
tween France and Spain, the Spanish 
General sent an insulting letter to the 
“Weare more nu- 
merous than you. Surrender,” were his 
words. The French General wrote. his 
reply on a piece of paper and tied it on 
an arrow, which he shot back. The note 
read, “Surrender? Never! We have our 
King with us.” That was how Joshua 
and Caleb felt. They knew’ there were 
giants in the land and many difficulties 
to be overcome, but they had God with 
them, and they knew God was stronger 
than ail the giants and all the difficulties. 
“The Lord is with us: fear them not,” 
they said. Many boys and girls are like 
those ten spies, so easily turned aside 
from following the Lord Jesus by Giant 
Fear-of-Others and Giant Put-Off-Till- 
Tomorrow, and Giant Self-Pleasing, ‘and 
all the others in that big family, instead 
of being like Caleb and Joshua who only 
looked at God, and therefore’ were brave. 

If only the ten spies had known ‘and 
acted on our Memory Text, the children 
of Israel would not have had to wander 
about in that desert for forty, long years. 
Let us all repeat it together, “What time 
I am afraid, I will trust’ in thee.” If we 
trust in the Lord Jesus, all the “afraid” 
feeling will go. 


Expression Work 


Grapes. Giants. Grasshoppers. God. 
Write four G’s on the blackboard ‘and 
let the children fill in the words as they 
briefly repeat the story. ° 


Norwicu, Enc. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 


A Great. Leader Choosing and Enduring 
L by Faith 
1. Choosing exact obedience to God’s 
plan. - 


2. Enduring open rebelliori.when that 
plan “‘failed.” 











AVE any of your girls’ ever heard 
that “the Book of Numbers is tire- 
some reading’? Certainly some sections 
of it were, evidently, intended chiefly’ for 
permanent records to which éven till ‘this 
day there are important reasons for re- 


.| ferring, rather than for ordinary reading 


purposes. But our study for this week 
reveals a section that makes as vivid and 
dramatic reading as any in that most dra- 
matic of books, the Old Testament, so 
that. hereafter your girls will feel inter- 
ested in Numbers —if you get your les- 
son over to them. 

Since we have chosen to centralize 
this quarter on a study. of Moses’ leader- 
ship —a ‘quality all girls admire, many 
long for, and some possess, so all do well 
to study it as God himself endorsed it 
and made use of it in this man’s life — 
we find in this lesson fine material ‘for 
our selected theme. But you must read 





at least the thirteenth and fourteenth 
chapters of Numbers to get the whole 
of this story, with the following facts 
of contributory interest to our plan: 


1. First (Num.. 13: 1-16), the fact that 
the plan, to send the twelve chosen 
“spies” ahead of the mass of the Israel- 
ites into the unknown land of Canaan, 
was of God’s own ordering, even to the 
selection of the very men who were to 
compose this band of brave scouts — as 
we would call them today. Apparently 
there was nothing secretive about their 
reconnoitering, so we would not call them 
spies, but- investigators, or “advance 
agents.” Among them all, as named here, 
we today have no interest in the names 
except of two—the one who represented 
the tribe of Judah and the one who went 
for the tribe of Ephraim (one of Joseph’s 
sons), and wé note that Moses renamed 
this latter man, apparently before he sent 
him out. 

2. Since both the plan and the person- 
nel were of God’s own choosing, “every 
one a prince among them,” the failure of 
this method of getting the people into Ca- 
naan can be laid only to one cause — those 
same people’s cowardly lack of faith. For 
the plan did fail, humanly speaking, and 
Moses had open rebellion on his, hands in 
consequence, even to the point of actual 
treason against, him as leader. (Sec 
Num. 14: 1-4.) : t 

How easy and natural — forgivable, in 
human judgment —it would have been 
had Moses either laid down his position, 
refusing any longer to endure such injus- 
tice at the hands of those who should 
have been most grateful and loyal to 
him, or had he reproached God, whom he 
was so carefully obeying. It was at just 
such crises as this one that Moses proyed 
himself the greatest of human leaders 
one .whom we who have to lead in far 
lesser matters, sometimes in very little 
things indeed, would do mighty well to 
remember. How about your class officers 
themselves ? 

A thoughtful reading. of Moses’ re- 
corded prayer (in Numbers 14) will show 
your girls that Moses did neither of these 
two “human” .things, but instead gave 
every evidence of true humility before 
both. God and the people, as he pleaded 
with God for his ‘sinful, rebellious fol- 
lowers. . There does not seem.to have 
been any effort for him to forgive. He 
forgave as he would be forgiven, and as 
he remembered God’s repeated forgive- 
ness of this people “from Egypt even un- 
til now.” 

What was it that enabled Moses so 
to act? and those two “spies” who gave 
the encouraging report? Hear-their-very 
words as they “stilled” the wailing peo- 
ple: “We are well able to overcome it 
{the new land] .; . Jehovah is with us: 
fear them not.” Here speaks true faith 
—the same in every age and condition. 


Home Study 

Look. back through your readings for 
this quarter, as marked in your own Bible, 
and memorize at least one of your favor- 
ite passages this week. Make it yours 
for good. 

Decatur, GA. 

w 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A grasshopper complex. 
Discussion: Let the fellows name some 


of the Anakim who threaten to block 
their paths today. 


Objective: Trust God and go forward. 





AY, fellows, ten of the scouts came 

back with a grasshopper complex. 
Their knees knocked together and they 
said, “There we saw the giants, . . . and 
we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, 
and so we were in their sight”! They were 
certainly feeling small. They could hardly 
have likened themselves to anything more 
puny or defenseless. The strongest thing 
about a grasshopper is its hind legs (un- 
less it is its appetite), and it only uses 
that to jump away from danger if there 
is any fighting to do. A grasshopper 
seems to have no. weapon for warfare. 
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If you catch one, it only spits a little 
drop of something on you that looks like 
tobacco juice. That is the way it ex- 
presses itself, when it isn’t rubbing its 
wings together with very unmusical noise. 
The grasshopper is rated among the pests 
and in a good grasshopper year it will 
destroy whole crops. Often we are sur- 
prised to learn that some animal or insect 
we had: considered as only a nuisance 
really serves some good purpose; but’ so 
far we have yet to learn a any virtue 
in the grasshopper, unless that it makes 
good breakfast food. for mocking birds, 
and also is good fish bait. A. bass will 
rise to a struggling grasshopper on the 
surface of the water, if it will rise to any- 
thing; but the difficulty there is that by 
the time you have run down a grasshop- 
per, you are almost too tired to fish, 

So this is the way ten big he-men scouts 
— picked men, one chosen from each: of 
ten tribes— regarded themselves in the 
presence of the Anakim: as grasshoppérs |! 

There were two reasons for such a 
humiliating confession, fellows. One rea- 
son was that the Anakim were giants in 
size; the other, and more tmportant, rea- 
son was that they either forgot or had 
not sufficient faith in God’s very clear and 
definite’ promise to see them safely 
through every conflict. (See Exodus 23: 
27-31 and many similar promises.) These 
picked men from each tribe knew God 
had promised to protect them and to 
fight their battles for them; and Moses 
in his great song of deliverance recorded 
in Exodus fifteenth chapter, said, “The 
Lord is a man of war.” 

The scouts who called themselves grass- 
hoppers had seen God’s promise of pro- 
tection in the face of enemies, fully con- 
firmed. They had no reason to doubt. 
Yet they became as grasshoppers in their 
own sight. And so they were grasshop- 
pers in the Anakim’s sight also (v. 33). 
Of course, if you are going to call your- 
self a grasshopper, everybody else will 
consider you as such — and more particu- 
larly if you are acting like a grasshopper, 
as the ten scouts were. 

But, fellows, there were two real scouts 
in that reconnoitering party, and their 
names were Caleb and Joshua. They 
saw the Anakim. and their walled cities, 
too; but their, trusting hearts were un- 
terrified; they believed in God’s promise 
to give them the land, and they: said, “Let 
us go up at once, and. possess it; for we 
are well able to overcome it.” David, a 
descendant of Caleb, had that same spirit 
when about four hundred years later, he 
went up against one of that same tribe of 
giants — Goliath — with only a sling and 
five stones in his hands, but with a faith 
in God that made him invincible. 

And: what of it, fellows? Well, there 
are a’ great number of ‘giants standing 
around here today, quite as threatening 


and as terrifying as the Anakim. Some 
of their names are: “Poverty,” “Unem- 
ployment,” “Debt,” “No-Funds,”. ‘No- 


chance - to - go - to - School,” ‘“Tobacco- 
Habit,” “Disapproval,” “Discouragement,” 
“Disability,” “Sickness,” “Trouble,” 
“Hard Luck,” “Sorrow,” “Defeat,” and 
they threaten and menace and ‘brandish 
their giant weapons. If we look upon 
them and forget God’s promises and God’s 
power to fulfill, we are whipped already. 
We have turned our faces back to the 
wilderness to wander about a while longer 
and die there—like grasshoppers. But 
if we lift up our chins and look at our 
Lord’s face and hear his definite promise 
of companionship and power (Psa. 37:5 
—read the whole Psalm—and many 
other like wonderful promises), Kadesh 
Barnea will be our sure stepping stone 
to victory; for by that look and by that 
faith and by that uplifted chin, we be- 
come giants, ourselves, and the Anakim 
become grasshoppers, 


Greensporo, N. C, 
we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for September 18) 


1. The land belonged to God, not to the 
Canaanites, who had, through their wicked- 
ness, forfeited all right to go on in the en- 
joyment of what God had given to them 
(Gen. 15: 16; Lev. 25: 23). . 

2. God frequently allows his children to 
do something that would not be his choice 








466 * 


for them if they had sufficient trust in him. 
Moses makes clear in Deuteronomy 1: 22 
that the people asked that spies be sent, 
and it is clear that the request expressed 
unbelief. But it is also said that Moses 
was pleased with the suggestion, as it was 
a natural thing to do, and might have been 
done in faith, as Caleb and Joshua did it. 


3. Exodus 23: 27-31, and many like words 
transmitted to them through Moses. 

4. Read the people’s fears for their chil- 
dren, verse 3, in contrast with God’s promise 
for them in verse 31. 


5. “But my servant Caleb, because he had 
another spirit with him, and hath followed 
me fully, him will I bring into the land,” 
and so on (Num. 14:24). “And Joshua 
the son of Nun; because they have wholly 
followed Jehovah” (Num. 32: 12). 


6. God’s threats are always conditional 
on man’s repentance. Moses’ intercession 
was a type of Christ’s intercession and is 
based on Christ's sacrifice making atone- 
ment for sin. 


7. The people needed the punishment to 
discipline them and fit the nation for ithe 
further service. Even Christians must often 
suffer consequences of their sin, as David 
did, though they are forgiven and restored 
to fellowship with God (Psa. 99:8). 

8. David’s example of faith in going up 
against Goliath of Gath. 

9. We find Hoshea (Joshua) the last 
king over Israel (2 Kings 17:1, 2), and 
one Joshua (Hoshea) the high priest (Zech. 
3: 1), besides several less well known bearers 
of this name. The very name, Jesus, is 
another form of the same name. 

10. They are all about us, in every form 
that challenges our faith in God’s promises. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: It is impossible for 
you to solve my problem for me, but I de- 
cided to write anyway. Perhaps one of my 
reasons for Writing is because I am alone, and 
it isn’t much fun. But I might as well get 
used to going places alone, because I shall 
have to all my life. Oh, yes, I'm very bitter 
about it; that’s why I’m writing you. I 
have decided that the Christian girl is just 
out of luck in this life. You must admit, 
Mother Ruth, that marriage, a home, and 
children are everything in life. But every 
Christian girl I know (including myself) is 
an old maid. The reason is this: we don’t 
go to dances where we can meet men. No, 
we sit at home night after night until we 
are old. Recently I have met a number of 
Christian men from . but are they 
interested in me? I should say not! They 
think they are too good for me; so there you 
are. Don’t say “PRAY!” -I have prayed 
for ten years. I live in a small town, and I 
detest it because I have no friends there 
except two elderly couples who are forever 
laughing at me for being an old maid, but 
I don’t know how to escape from there. 
I shan’t sign my name because I don't want 
anyone to know just how miserable I am. 

Y DEAR GIRL: Your letter is full 

of what you are fighting in your 
heart, ;and I know a cure, oh, such a 
wonderful cure, if you will only take it 
and apply it to your life! You want so 
much the “abundant life,” and pages 
short of it will leave you in this unhappi- 
ness! Don’t ever blame your Lord for 
your loneliness, nor for your present ex- 
perience. God* has had and has now a 
plan for your life, but if you will not 
live in close touch with him, so that he 
may lead you and give it to you, there 
is nothing for you to do but to suffer 
what you are bringing upon yourself. 

It is God’s will that each of his crea- 
tures shall be happy. He has made pro- 
vision for it over and over again in his 
blessed word, and has called us to follow 
him that we may have the “abundant life” 
(John ro: 10). You know, my dear girl, 
there is nothing scanty about the provi- 
sion God has made for. us. It is all 
large and full and plentiful, but we are 
small and-mean and little in our.concep- 





tion of our God. We must get close to| he was a little boy.” 
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him to understand him. If we refuse to 
walk with him, which is our privilege, we 
go on in our human choices and never 
know the fullness of life that God has for 
us. 

My heart is stirred with sympathy for 
you, when I see how you are falling short 
of the happiness God has for you. You 
are complaining because you are not shar- 
ing in the sins of the world, and you are 
allowing Satan to influence you to think 
you would be happy if you did the things 
you know would separate you from your 
Lord. Why not awake to your privileges 
in Christ Jesus, and give yourself unre- 
servedly to him? When you are all his, 
you will find it will not so much concern 
you whether the boys of a certain school 
notice you or not; you will have your 
mind on the things that God has for you 
to do. Only as you are in his will can 
you know his plan for you. 

Yes, it is a wonderful experience to be 
a wife and mother, and have a home; but 
have you ever considered the women who 
have been denied this experience, and the 
happiness they have had in allowing God 
to direct their way in life? Look at 
Frances Willard, and Florence Nightin- 
gale, and many other illustrious women, 
who did not consider themselves or their 
desires, but lived for others, to accom- 
plish all they could for them in the spirit 
of the Christ we love and adore. You 
have no idea what you may accomplish; 
but if you are just bemoaning the fact 
that you are lonely, you will be so, and 
you will miss the joy the Lord would 
shower upon you if you lose yourself in 
him. If you will concern yourself about 
God’s will for you, you will have no time 
to think of being an “old maid” nor an 
“unclaimed blessing”! No girl can know 
what purpose God has for her life, unless 
she commits to him everything in the 
present and the future. Yes, I do know 
just what I am talking about, for I knew 
the keen depth of loneliness and the utter 
pain of being alone, until I reached the 
point where I realized the truth in these 
lines, “But never alone is the Christian, 
Who lives by faith and prayer.” There 
is always One with whom you can talk 
and have communion, and who can tell 
which way to go, and who is “sufficient” 
for the desires of your heart. Look up, 
and see that there is One who loves you 
with an everlasting love, far above all 
earthly loves, and who is eagerly waiting 
to make your life happy. All this bitter- 
ness will vanish, when you are in His 
keeping! You will: learn to know the 
value of life with its opportunities out- 
side your own unwise choosing. I wish 
you would read “Under Whose Wings,” 
by Zenobia Bird (Biola Book Room, 536 
South Hope Street, Los Angeles, $1.75). 
Then read the Proverbs daily until you 
absorb the wisdom in that great book. 





[ Children at Home 








When Grandmother Was 
a Little Girl 





V. How a Boy Learned to Obey 
By Nellie E. Burd 


Children always like to hear stories of the 
childhood of their parents and grandparents, 
Miss Burd has already given young Times 
readers four stories of her grandmother's 
girlhood, and this is the fifth of the series 
which will continue in an early issue. 


. was supposed to be doing her 
half hour of piano practice. Just 
now she sat by the piano, her fingers 
tapping down keys here and there, while 
she looked earnestly at the framed photo- 
graph of grandfather that hung over the 
piano. 

Grandmother, going through the hall, | 
saw her and stopped, too, to look up at | 
the kind, cheery face. 

“Do you know”—Lois was hardly 
speaking aloud—“I wish grandfather 
coukd: have stayed in this world long 
enough-to tell me some stories of when 


rece) Nie Saw rey ae 4. 
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She Had Been Ill 
for Many Months 


and friend after friend had earnest advice to 
give, day after day. 


Highly trained doctors, hospital staffs, sani- 
torium chiefs in a seemingly endless procession 
had studied and treated her case with skill and 
devotion, yet without avail. 


But all through these months—yes, and 
years of testing, the question came to her loved 
ones again and again,— 


“Why not try divine healing and let all, 


so-called remedies go?’”’ 


Then came such questions as these: Shall 
we anoint with oil? After all, what is divine 
healing? Does it come in answer to prayer, 
and remedies, or in answer to prayer alone? If 
we believe God does sometimes heal nowadays 
without medical attention, then should we look 
only to Him in prayer for healing in,this case? 


Into this actual situation came a book. 


And that book has once and for all cleared 
away the questioning, the confusion, on this 
heart-searching subject for those who received 
its Message. 


That book really should be in the hands 
of all who have had to meet the same ques- 
tions. It is so sensible, so carefully Scriptural, 
so direct and illuminating in facing and an- 
swering just such questions as most of us have 
about divine, or miraculous healing. The 
book is entitled 


Miraculous 


Healing 


By HENRY W. FROST 


Home Director Emeritus of the China Inland Mission 


It isn’t necessary to spend any money for 
the book, the price of which is $1.50. If you 
will send in fve Ten Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscriptions to THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
at 25 cents each, for five of your friends, the 
book will be sent to you without any charge. 
The book and five ten weeks subscriptions to 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs for less than the 
price of the book alone,—only $1.25. 


“Miraculous Healing” will be a wonder- 
ful help in settling some highly vital questions. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
































‘Lesson for September 18 


Grandmother put her arms about the 
little girl and drew her over to the big 
chair by the window. “We will not let 
ourselves wish that, Lois, because grand- 
father is so much happier where he is, 
with the Lord Jesus in Heaven.” 

“Do you suppose he was a happy little 
boy?” 

“Here is a photograph of him.” Grand- 
mother drew from her work basket a 
little square-framed, hand-painted photo- 
graph of a boy about twelve years old. 
(The photograph itself was odd to Lois; 
for it was taken on glass —an ambrotype 

“Grandmother called it. One had to hold 
-it flat to see it; for it was on the back 
of the glass.) The little boy in the 
photograph had on a gray. coat far too 
large for him and baggy trousers of 
checkered homespun material, He had 
a .plaid vest with large buttons and a 
big black bow necktie. His ‘cheeks were 
pink with excitement, and large, gray 
eyes looked out intently under knitted 
eyebrows. Evidently getting his photo- 
graph taken had been a _ tremendously 
impressive affair to the small boy who 
sat sturdily on the chair like a grown 
man. 

“What beautiful hands he had for a 
little boy, Grandmother. They look so 
strong and yet clever and gentle.” 

“They were trained hands; for, already, 
he had put in long hours helping his 
father who was a cabinet maker. That 
took careful work.” 

“He doesn’t look sad, and yet, Grand- 
mother, I would hardly call him happy.” 

“I think he. was happy; but he had no 
time for play like other little boys. His 
father died when he was eleven, and his 
mother the next year. He had to stop 
going to school when he was only ten, 
and after his mother’ died he had to earn 
his own living and that of a little sister.” 

“How did he do it, Grandmother?” 

“He chopped wood for weeks at a time 
when he was not quite thirteen. He 
worked in the gardens for farmers’ wives, 

“hoeing and weeding or planting vege- 
‘tables. He learned to husk corn when 
he was a small boy, too, and they said 
he could husk corn so fast that one 
- ear hit another as they were thrown on 
the pile. He was so industrious and 
honest that the carpenters in his section 
let him work about with them when he 
had no other work. .He was a help to 
them; for he could do any long sum of 
-multiplication or addition. He quickly 
learned the carpenter’s trade.” 

“Didn’t he tell you stories about his 
little boy days?” 

“Only three things, that I, recall. He 
_told me how once he had to take the 
usual walk of four miles to the store and 
then four miles home again when his 
mother wanted some thread. It was 
summer time, and the roads were dusty. He 
was thirsty and his feet felt so heavy that 
he wished and wished he could take them 
up and carry them as he walked. . But 
he couldn’t; so he began to say to him- 
_self a poem he had learned in school — 
learned from hearing the older boys and 
girls read it for their lesson. It began: 
. Oh, why does the white man follow 7 path 

Like a hound on the track of a deer? 
Does the —_ on my dark cheek waken his 

wra 

Does he covet my bow and spear? 

He pictured. the Indian who was supposed 
to be saying that, and so got home before 
he realized it.” 

“That was a. nice way to forget his 
hurts, wasn’t it? I guess, Grandmother, 
I will try to learn a couple of good, long 


poems this summer, Will you pick them 
out for me?” 
“Yes, dear. Then your grandfather 


told me how he had been sick for two or 
three days when he was a wee boy. 
Finally his mother got him some medicine 
from the doctor. They did not have little 

tablets, coated to taste well and easily 
swallowed like: those we can get from 
the doctor. Theirs were great, big, 
round home-made pills, and they tasted 
just as badly as the medicines that were 
in them. Your grandfather could not 
swallow one: it made him sick just to 
try. He cried and cried. His mother 
was going to whip him for being so 
naughty and stubborn. Just then his 
father came through the kitchen where 
the little boy lay on the couch. 
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“What: now? What now?’ he-asked 
sternly. Your grandfather stopped his 
crying. He felt sure he was going to 
get both his mother’s whipping and a 
more severe one from his father, 

“When his father heard the story of 
the pills, he said, ‘Is that all the trou- 
ble? Here now, Tit take this pill for you.’ 
(He swallowed it right down without any 
water.) ‘If you are better, all right. If 
not, you’ll have to take the next pill or 
suffer your mother’s whipping.’ ” 

“Well, Grandmother,’ said Lois, 
“wasn’t that a funny thing to do! Of 
course he couldn’t get better from his 
father taking the pill.” 

“He did, though. He said when time 
for the next one came, he was up and 
playing about the kitchen.” 

“How could medicine his father took 
help him?” 

“I am not quite sure. I suppose it was 
the idea his father had put in his mind 
that it might help him. I have known 
little girls who have headaches when 
dishes. are to be washed and dried: They 
quickly get over them, without medicine, 
when it is time to go outdoors to play 
with the other little girls.” Lois squirmed 
guiltily. 

“Grandmother, do you suppose he ever 
did get a whipping? He looks so serious 
and quiet; I can’t imagine he would do 
anything really naughty.” 

“He got one whipping, and that was 
the third thing he told me about his child- 
hood days.” 

“Whatever had he done?” 

“The little schoolhouse was next to his 
Grandfather Adams’ apple orchard. That 
was a beautiful orchard with row after 
row of trees way up over the hill as far 
as one could see. There were some very 
choice varieties of the fruit. 

“The boys at school were in the orchard 
every day; sometimes three and four 
times a day. They carried away handfuls 
of the apples. Their big coat pockets 
would bulge out with them. Grandfather 
Adams chased them again and again. He 
did not grudge them the apples; but they 
did not know which to pick and were 
taking some from grafts that he wanted 
to watch carefully. The boys always ran 
too fast for him to catch them. 

“Finally he complained to the teacher. 
Mr. Harding was a strict disciplinarian. 
When he told the boys that the first one 
to go over into that orchard would get 
as hard a whipping as he could give, 
every boy knew that he meant it, and not 
one of them went into the orchard again. 

“Your own grandfather was late that 
year starting to school. He had to work 
in the corn field to earn his food and 
clothes and his second-hand books, a 
spelling book, reading book, and arith- 
metic. ‘While at school he was to sleep 
at his Grandfather Adams’. There were 
chores to do nights and mornings to earn 
his board. 

“The first recess, the boys showed him 
the warning about going into the orchard. 
Mr. Harding had written it on a slate 
and hung -it up by the door. 

“Your. grandfather read the warning, 
then said, ‘You watch me. That’s my 
grandfather’s orchard. I can go in when- 
ever I want to.” Feeling very proud, he 
marched over to the orchard. The boys 
crowded to the wall watching him en- 
viously. He not only picked and ate two 
apples; but he filled his pockets and hands 
with them to take back to the boys. 

“When they went back into the school, 
Mr. Harding said quietly, ‘John, you will 
stay after school.’ John stayed. He said 
it was several. weeks after that thrashing 
before an apple tasted good to him again. 
He had never dreamed that he could be 
whipped for going into the orchard of his 
own grandfather.” 

“It wasn’t fair, either, Grandmother.” 

“Yes, dear, it was fair. That was Mr. 
Harding’s rule that no boy in school 
should go into the orchard, and your 
grandfather should have obeyed it as well 
as the others. I am often glad he told 
me that story because of the lesson it has 
taught me.” 

“What did it teach you, Grandmother ?” 

“You know there are many, many rules 
in the Bible; things God has told us not 
to do, or things he has told us to do -in 
order that we may be happy and prosper. 
Sometimes folks are tempted to think 


that if they love God and go to church, 
they may do about as they please; that if 
his rules are unhandy to keep, they need 
not be taken seriously. 

“Tt is well to remember that, even with 
all his love about us, his rules are to be 
kept if we are to be entirely happy and 
blessed. There is that rule he has given 
that we should not look upon the wine cup, 
nor even look at strong drink. How many, 
many people would be better off and hap- 
pier if they would keep that rule instead 
Ps thinking it was made for some one 
else. 

“There is his rule about not speaking 
evil of others. Many folks would not 
have their feelings hurt, or perhaps suffer 
real trouble, because of untrue things said 
about them, if we: all kept that. rule as 
if it were made. for us as well as for any- 
one else.” 

Grandmother slipped the photograph 
back into her work basket. “Came, Lois. 
Go back to your practicing, Some time I 
will tell you some grown-up stories about 
your grandfather.” 


(To be continued) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 25. Getting Off to a Good Start. Heb. 
12:1-3. (Rally Day.) 

Oct. 2. How Does the Teaching of Jesus 
Change Business? Luke 19: 1-8. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

Oct. 9. .I1. How Does the Liquor Problem 
Affect Young People Today? Matt. 7:17, 
18; John 8: 32. ' 

Oct. 16. II. What Does Alcohol Do to People 
and Society? Matt. 18: 4-6. 


Sunday, September 18 


Some “Other Gods” Today 
(Exod. 20:3; 1 John 5: +21) 





Mon.—One’s self (2 Tim. 3: 2, 3). 
Tuwes.—Gold (Luke 12: 16-21). 
Wed.—Ambition (Gen. 11 : 1-9); 
Thurs.—Pride (Dan. 4 : 28-33). 
Fri—Power (Esther 3 : 1-6). 
Sat.—Pleasure (Eccles. 2: 1-11), 














Why do men iootainy 4 gold today? . 
How may pl god? 
Hew may ahberinn become another god? 


D*® F. B. MEYER tells of going to a 
meeting of the Salvation Army where 
it was announced. an exhibition of idols 
was to be displayed. He said, “I ex- 
pected to see idols from India, Africa, 
and the South Seas. But instead of that 
eight young men stepped to the rear of 
the platform and returned, each bearing 
a large sheet of cardboard. One card 
was covered with pipes, cigars, and to- 
bacco; another with sham 
feathers, ribbon, and things of that sort. 
There were eight cards, each covered with 
things that had ‘been idols to some. A 
man behind me pointed and said: ‘That 
was my pipe. A woman said, ‘See my 
bow of ribbon?’ These simple people 
felt that these things had become idols 
to them and they had given them up.” 





Suppose such an exhibit were held in 
your youtig people’s group on the night 
that you consider this topic. What sort 
of collection would it be? What would 
you have to contribute? It might ‘be in- 
teresting to speak of this topic at least 
a week in advance and ask your members 
to come prepared to name some of the 
things they would have to name if they 
were truthful. Perhaps the leader of the 

meeting could write the different things 
on the blackboard, on the meeting night, 
as they were mentioned. 


We need not*think that an idol need 
be some hideous sin or some forbidden 
pleasure. Anything that takes first place 
in our thoughts and lives,—the place 
that should be sacred to God alone, — 
becomes an idol to us. A little boy once 
asked his mother: 

“Do you think Father will ever go to 
Heaven ?” 
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Don’t Forget the Jews 


“Jewish Mission Bonds"’ is the title of a book- 
let we would like you to read. Just say ‘‘ Send 
me your booklet, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’ ”’ 
No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not aword. We only want to get our story 
to ycu; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether, His covenant eople 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc 
27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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An annuity gift to the Amer- 
ican Bible Society pays you 
an income as long os you live. 
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speed the Gospel 
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Your gift will help send the 
comfort, the counsel, and the 
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fifty countries, in 
three hundred 
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Lo, 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Sep. ss 
Bible House, Astor Place, New Yor 


Please send me the booklet snail yous 
annuity plan. » 


Name......... D 
Street 
City... 


ination 














State 








4 

















¥ 


468 * 


FOR BIBLE STUDY IN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Following the 
International Uniform LeasonT opics 


FULL LINE S.S. LITERATURE 


Bible Expositor -and 


Illuminator 


A Mime of S. S. Lesson Study 
Material Quarterly of 160.Pages 
Price, 30c per quarter or $1.00 per year 
Samples on Application 
Apply to 

UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 























== 








Have You Yet Learned 


ot our co-operative sellin ‘awe | i Bibles (any kind), 
s, Commentaries, Gree Cards, Stationery, 
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“T- hope so,” his mother replied, “but 
why do you ask such a question?” 

“Because,” said the boy,.“I am afraid 
he could never leave his business.” __ 

The child had seen that business had 
the uppermost part in that man’s mind 
and that God was accordingly neglected: 
There is nothing wrong in being diligent 
in an honest business, but there is some- 
thing very wrong when even an honest 
business shuts out God from the life. 

Re 


Success, whether it be in farming or 
in the iron and steel industry, or in the 
field of journalism, is not wrong in itself, 
but it becomes wrong when we worship 
it instead of God: Some one has said 
that success is the idol of America. Per- 
haps the present depression may be used 
by God to destroy some idols. The rich 
young fool fell into the sad blunder of 
worshiping success when he thought only 
of building larger barns and enjoying the 
fruits of his labors. But when his time 
came to leave it all and answer the sum- 
mons of death he was found utterly un- 
prepared. Read Luke 12: 20, 

we 

Eating is of course necessary, and may 
be very healthful and enjoyable. Yet 
Paul points out that there are some 
“whose God is their belly” (Phil. 3: 19). 
Do you know of any who make an idol 
of eating or drinking? 

ye 

A fine intellect is an excellent thing. 
It may be a great blessing as it opens 
up avenues of enjoyment and delight that 











The autumn months are especially invigorating 
in Atlantic City 





Cheltenham-Revere Hotel 


Park Place, Atlantic City, N. J 





Delicious food, quiet a ere 


ROOMS WITH HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER 
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ROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATH, $30 to $35 per week 
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10% reduction on your personal bill for each 
guest accompanying you 


Free sea bathing from hotel 
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(Lesson 


would otherwise be unknown. Yet it is 
possible to worship intellect, — intellect 
in others or in ourselves, — until we think 
we can measure God or criticize his 
Word with these puny minds of ours. 

In the mad worship of intellect, men 
fall down at the feet of science and are 
willing to aceept. the most preposterous 
guésses of science instéad of the clear 
Statements of God’s Word. God some- 
times has to make foolish the wisdom of 
this world (1 Cor. 1: 18-27), and to use 
the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise. 


Doubtless we have all realized from 
personal experience that it is possible for 
pleasure and amusement to become our 
gods. Sports or amusements that are in 
themselves harmless may so occupy our 
time or strength that we are unable to 
give time to Bible study, or to the morn- 
ing watch, or to doing those things in 
team service that God would have us 
oO. 

But, after all, can we not see on the 
throne of our lives, instead of all these 
things we have been naming, that hideous 
old idol that Paul talks about in his let- 
ter to Timothy. He says, “For men shall 
be lovers of their own. selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
te parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, trucebreakers, false ac- 
cusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, traitors, heady, high- 
minded, lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God” (2 Tim.-3:2-4). It is 
self after all whom we are worshiping, 
when we bow down before these other 
things. God’s loving command to us, then, 
is to yield ourselves whole-heartedly unto 
him as those that are alive from the dead 
so that he may occupy his rightful throne 
and rule our hearts unhindered. 
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For Famil¥ Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 12 to 18 


Mon.—Numbers 13 : 25-33. - 
The Reports of the Spies. 
PrayeR SuccEstions: When God's 
grace is triumphant in the soul, we can 
do greatly for God. The cause of. want 
of success is that we are weak in‘faith 
and love. 
ments exemplifying the faith of. the Son 
of God. Pray for such faith missions 
as the China Inland Mission, especially 
for the two hundred new missionaries 
commencing labors for Christ in Chi 


Tucs.—Numbers 14: 1-10, . 
Distrust and Confidence. 

PRAYER. SUGGESTIONS: We preach by 
example?’ If our confidence is in Christ, 
we shall never be disappointed. “Blessed 
is the man that trusteth in him” (Psa. 
34:8). Pray for the new forward move- 
ment of the Africa Inland Mission. 
Wed.—Joshua 1:1-9. The Courage of Faith. 

PRAYER Svuccestions: “Undertake 
great things for God” echoes the courage 
of faith. If we did not believe in a God 
that answers ‘pragex,-and did not know 
from God’s Word, and from Church his- 
tory, that God delights to hear prayer, 
we should be sick and nigh unto despair. 
Let us pray that’God will stir up his 
people to pray. as never before for the re- 
vival of the Church and the general awak- 
ening of sinners. 
Thurs.—Joshua 14 : 6-12. The Strength of Faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS? The strong stand 
for the fundamentals of the faith being 
made by Fundamentalists challérves our 
prayers for thi§ group. Let us ask that 
God will wonderfully bless the City and 
State organizations of the World's Fun- 
damental Association, and particularly 
their plans for the annual meeting in 
Chicago next year when the Century of 














Thank God for men and move 


{Gye Sanday Sool Gins 
































































for Sept. 18) SEPTEMBER 3, 1932 


Fri.—Psalm 91: 1-16. The Grounds of Faith. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Faith . respects 
God as its object. It also respects Christ, 
“Ye believe in God, believe also in me” 
(John 14:1). It respects Christ as the 
Son -of God. “Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God?” (John 9:35.) Faith is a 
complex emotion of the mind,-and in- 
volves good-will to God. We confide only 
in the one we love. Let us pray for the 
Christian students in seminaries where 
faith in God’s Word is not fostered, that 
they may be illuminated by the Spirit of 
God through the Word of God. 
Sat.—Romans §& : 31-39. “If God Be for Us.” 
Prayer SuGGESTIONS: Faith is a rea- 
soning grace. It says, “If God be for us” 
then certain @ffects are sure to follow. 
In these’ days: of overwhelming waves 
of trouble, itis well for us to make much 
of the facts of faith! Let us pray for 
all those Christians who are passing 
through great financial troubles — that 
will sustain their faith, and bring 
them out ultimately into “a wealthy 
place.” 
Sun.—Psalm 95 : 1-11. God’s Gracious Care. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : God’s present 
and personal. interest in his people is one 
of the solid supporting truths: of Holy 
Scripture. All around the soul may give 
way, but He then is the soul’s hope and 
stay. Pray for work among the tubercu- 
losis patients in the sanitariums through- 
out the country, carried on by the Moody 
Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
and that God may supply all its needs. 
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